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By Amelia Carpenter
Features Editor

Each class of Miami University 
graduates await final lectures for 
their classes. Miami graduates 
may also look forward to an influ-
ential speech at commencement.

Kenneth Merten, United 
States Ambassador to the Re-
public of Haiti and Miami alum-
nus was selected to speak at 
spring commencement May 8 at 
Yager Stadium.

“We can’t wait to hear his mes-
sage,” Steve Snyder, executive 
assistant to the president and chair 
of the commencement speaker 
advisory committee, said.

Merten, as ambassador, is the 
U.S. liaison to the Haitian govern-

ment, accord-
ing to Donna 
Boen, editor 
of The Mi-
amian alumni 
m a g a z i n e , 
who spoke 
with Merten 
a month after 
the earthquake 
hit. Merten 

communicates with the Haitian 
government about rebuilding the 
country while overseeing the U.S. 
citizens in Haiti.

Snyder said to give Miami 
President David Hodge the credit 

for selecting Merten.
“The president called him in 

Haiti,” Snyder said. “It was very 
neat. He was very, very honored 
by the request, a real gentle-
man. (Merten is) very eager to 
do this.”

Merten graduated from Mi-
ami in 1983 with a degree in 
international relations. 

On January 12, Merten strug-
gled to stay afoot as he watched 
his residence in Haiti tremble 
with his wife, two daughters, and 
beagle puppy still inside when 
the earthquake hit, according to 
Boen. At that point Merten put to-
gether a committee response team 
that decided all of the children, 

embassy workers’ children and 
everyone else not vital to the mis-
sion would evacuate the island.

While his wife and daughters 
evacuated, Merten shared an cot 
with Sophie the beagle, seven or 
eight months old at the time. 

Boen said Merten had about 50 
percent of employees at the Em-
bassy had their homes destroyed 
or couldn’t get back into them, 
but were still working 20 hours 
a day to evacuate U.S. citizens. 
Merten has helped evacuate over 
15,000 people since the time of 
the earthquake.

“Talk about being in the middle 

By Hannah Poturalski
News Editor

For the first time ever in Oxford, police of-
ficers and public safety assistants can issue 
civil citations instead of the harsher traffic 
and criminal offenses.

Usually traffic and criminal offenses come 
with a $60 fine plus an additional $105 for 
court costs, as well as a mark on your traffic 
or criminal record. Now, offenders will re-
ceive a civil citation, which consists of only 
a $60 fine and no record.

Police Chief Stephan Schwein has been 
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LIVE HOCKEY UPDATES

PRECIOUS PICS

FREE FILMS!

A week worth of pictures 
on Oxford living.

Check online for live updates from 
the CCHA semifinals in Detroit  

this weekend.

SnagFilms supplies The Miami Student 
with new documentaries.

In 1941, The Miami Student reported on the Southwestern Ohio Music Festival being held in Oxford. The festival would include 3,400 students from 88 schools. 
Performances included vocal, brass, percussion and drum solos.

STAND AND DELIVER
Actor and activist Edward James 
Olmos speaks March 22 as part of 
the Lecture Series. 

CAMPUS, page 2

VIXENS ON 
WHEELS

Cincinnati Rollergirls 
kick off their  
fifth season  
March 27.

BEER ON 
THE RUN
Did you know you can 
buy cases of beer from 
bars for a late night?

HOLD THE PHONE
Skype continues its rise in popularity.

FEATURES, page 6

NO BEE STINGS 
HERE
A new huge immersive vir-
tual reality, known as HIVE, 
is located in Phillips Hall.

CAMPUS, page 14

HOCKEY HOPES
The ’Hawks head to Detroit for the 
CCHA semifinals.

SPORTS, page 16

INSIDESCOOPTH
E

wSee ASSAULT, page 13

MU arranges sexual assaults 
under Code One violations

Graduation speaker chosen

CAMPUS

OPD now 
issuing more 
lenient civil 

citations

“What do you get  
when you cross a  
Unitarian with a  

Jehovah’s Witness?
Someone who bangs  
on your door for no  
particular reason.”

“The concept that  
we can’t make moral  

decisions without divine 
permission is insulting.”

“Extraordinary claims 
need extraordinary  
evidence ... at least  
ordinary evidence.”

“What can be asserted 
without proof can be  

dismissed without proof.”

“Religion robs us of 
autonomy, independence 

and responsibility.”

“College is for taking  
the appalling risk of  

being wrong.”

“Religion is taught to 
kids who can’t defend 

themselves.”

Explaining why God 
would appear in the Mid-
dle East during ancient 

times, “The Chinese can 
read and they’d never 

fall for that.”

“Religion hates the 
mind, sex life, literature, 
etc. It attacks everything 

worth having.”

“Everything you think 
you know about Mother 

Theresa is false. She 
wasn’t a friend to the 
poor at all but a friend 
to poverty. Millions of 

people died because of 
her teachings. She’s a 

bat from hell and a crea-
ture of ignorance and 

stupidity.”

“Scientology may be 
the most degrading (of 

religions) because it was 
a practical joke.”

COMMUNITY

wSee CITATIONS, page 13

wSee SPEAKER, page 13

By Amanda Seitz
Campus Editor

Besides violating state law, students 
who commit a sexual assault 
crime at Miami University 
may also be found in viola-
tion of the Student Code 
of Conduct.

Section 02.103.A of the 
Student Code of Conduct 
states sexual misconduct 
or assault is considered to 
be a code one violation.

The process at Miami is 
much different from the legal  
court system.

With sexual assault offenses and other 
Code One Offenses, Miami uses the term 
“preponderance” of evidence to deter-
mine whether the victim is guilty or not, 
according to Susan Vaughn, director of 
ethics and student conflict resolution. 

“Preponderance of evidence is a more-
likely-than-not standard,” Vaughn said.

Vaughn said it would not be unlikely 
for a student to be found not-guilty in a 

legal court system but still be presented 
with a sanction at Miami because they 
use two different methods in proving in-

nocence or guilt.
Although Code 1 violations 
dealing with academic dis-

honest and alcohol re-
quire a minimum pen-
alty, the violation of 
sexual misconduct or as-
sault does not bear such  
a consequence. 
“If you look at the range 

of what is there, because 
of the variance, and possibly 

the severity I’m not sure how you 
would apply that (a minimum penalty),” 
Vaughn said. “Alcohol and dishonesty 
are pretty straightforward and I’m not 
sure in all sexual assault cases, there 
that straightforward.”

Vaughn said in alcohol related cases 
were students are found guilty a mini-
mum penalty of education is required, 
for cases in which a student is under 21  

Examples of civil citations

Illegal U-turns uptown
Pedestrian violations
Expired license plates

Bicycle violations
Animal violations, such as barking

Littering
Outdoor furniture restriction

Possession of fireworks
Wearing earphones while driving

COMMUNITY, page 4

COMMUNITY, page 5

Notable excerpts from 
Christopher Hitchens’ 

lecture March 17.

compiled by Hannah Poturalski
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parents are notified of the un-
derage consumption violation. 

“Sexual assault and physi-
cal assault are serious,” 
Vaughn said. “I certainly 
don’t want to be bound by  
certain sanctions.”

Sanctions issued by the uni-
versity in sexual assault cases 
may vary. According to the 
Student Code of Conduct, stu-
dents who are convicted of two 
Code One offenses are usually 
suspended. However, the Code 
of Conduct also states the uni-
versity reserves the right to sus-
pend or dismiss a student for a 
single violation.

One of the most well known 
cases of sexual offense suspen-
sion stems from student Jason 

Landis in October 2003. After 
entering a student’s room in 
Scott Hall and fondling her, he 
was suspended from the univer-
sity for the rest of the academic 
year. Landis re-enrolled August 
2004 and reportedly raped a fel-
low student only a month after 
his return on September 28, 
2004. The 22-year-old victim 
required two surgeries and a 
blood transfusion following the 

alleged rape. 
This incident did not change 

student code of conduct policy 
regarding sexual assault be-
cause according to Vaughn, sex 
offenses drastically differ from 
case to case. 

“We look at each one individ-
ually and take it very seriously,” 
Vaughn said. “It’s really hard to 
compare any case. I think our 
policy is pretty clear on what 

suspension would mean.”
However, certain parts of 

each investigation at the uni-
versity remain the same no  
matter what.

Students who are reported 
as to have violating the sexual 
misconduct and sexual assault 
section of the Student Code of 
Conduct must undergo disci-
plinary proceedings through 
the Office of Ethics and Student 
Confliction Resolution.

According to Vaughn during 
disciplinary hearings evidence 
may be presented and victims 
may testify. 

“It’s really a student stat-
ing their case,” Vaughn said. 
“(Students) can bring witnesses 
if they choose too. That would 
be the evidence we use, reports, 
other records.”

Vaughn said the university 
allows the victim to use a Web 
cam, if he or she does not feel 
comfortable being in the same 
room as her alleged attacker. 

“Once a victim has come for-
ward they generally are more 
than willing to participate in 
the process,” Vaughn said. 
“They may opt to go to the we-
bcam. They can have an advo-
cate in the room, parents and  
a lawyer.” 

After the hearings and pro-
ceedings are over, Vaughn said 
the university must notify the 
victim of the outcome or sanc-
tioning in the case. 

In 2005 Miami was fined 
$27,500 by the Department of 
Education for failure to give 
the written outcomes of univer-
sity hearings to sexual assault 
victims. After reviewing cases 
from 1999-2004, the univer-
sity failed to give written no-
tice in six out of nine sexual  
assault cases. 

Vaughn said despite the uni-
versity’s attempt to make vic-
tims comfortable, the crime is 
still not reported very often. 

“It’s a very underreported 
offense,” Vaughn said. “We do 
very few (sexual misconduct 
and sexual assault hearings). It 
varies from year to year.”

on the force 20 years and said court costs used 
to be as low as $30.

“Overtime everything gets more expen-
sive,” Schwein said. “Court costs shouldn’t 
be more than the fine, the penalty is supposed 
to be the fine. It’s out of whack.”

Schwein said police officers are reluctant to 
give tickets because they are so costly.

“This is a win-win for the police and pub-
lic,” Schwein said. “It’s a kinder way of doing 
things. It’s a more palatable way to say, ‘you 
still need to follow rules but we’re not going 
to take you to the bank.’”

Sgt. Jim Squance agreed the benefits in-
clude lower costs and no record following 

you around. 
Senior Zach Radley thinks the concept of 

civil citations is a good thing.
“There are more important issues than fo-

cusing on what college students do,” Radley 
said. “It’s waste of time and money and it’s 
good they (OPD) understand and are not just 
trying to be our fathers.” 

Something unique about civil citations, 
also known as administrative tickets, are vio-
lators can accumulate an endless amount of 
citations with the only consequence being the 
$60 fine each time.

Police started writing the civil citations 
March 15. Schwein said they usually issue 15 
to 20 civil citations per day.

The ordinance was passed Dec. 15, 2009 
by city council with a vote of 6-1. Schwein 
said city council members thought this was a 
good idea because they are ones who receive 
complaining phone calls from violators.

“When it first came forward I was against 
it, I feared that making the outdoor furniture 
violation and litter violation a civil offense 
rather than a criminal offense might result in 
more violations,” Kate Currie, councilor, said 
via e-mail.

Currie said in 2007 outdoor furniture, litter 
and noise offenses were added as criminal of-
fenses as a way to reaffirm the importance of 
good student and community relations.

“In the end I decided to trust the strong 
feelings of the police chief on this issue as 
the police are the ones out there most directly 
interacting with the community on this issue 
and the change allowed them more discretion 
on their choice of enforcement measures,” 
Currie said via e-mail. “I am hopeful the po-
lice chief is correct and this change can help 
achieve that sense of community.”

The city council requested an assessment of 
the new system be made in one year to check 

its effectiveness.
“We’ll look back and see if it’s working as 

planned or has any problems,” Schwein said. 
“We should always take a second look (at 
things). This is not changing the law but how 
violations are addressed under the law.”

Squance said violators can still contest 
their citation in front of an independent  
hearing examiner.

“We’ve made it user friendly,” Squance 
said. “You can pay the fine by mail or in per-
son; there is no court time.”

Schwein said a good consequence to come 
from this change is the courthouse no longer 
being clogged with minor things.

“It frees the court up for more serious 
things,” Schwein said.

Squance agreed.
Schwein said in the future minor moving 

violations such as speeding or running a right 
light may be considered for a similar system.
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CITATIONS
continued from page 1

of a tragic international disaster,” 
Snyder said. “We have a Miamian 
there helping people and helping a 
nation and a culture get through a 
horrible situation. He’s a great role 
model for graduating students.”

Snyder hopes Merten will stay 
the weekend in Oxford and that 
his wife and two daughters will 
accompany him May 8. Boen said 
Merten did not know when his fam-
ily would join him again in Haiti.

Outdoor commencement in Yag-
er Stadium began in 2002 when 
Charles Gibson was selected as the 
speaker. Since then, Andy Rooney, 
Jehan Sadat, William Safire, Peggy 
Noonan, Robin Roberts, and three 
U.S. representatives have spoken at 
commencement. Merten will be the 
ninth of the outdoor series.

SPEAKER
continued from page 1

ASSAULT
continued from page 1 “

”
Miami University also has developed a sexual offense  

protocol that explains how incidents of sexual assault are  
handled. Miami University will make changes in the victim’s 

academic and living conditions upon request. Both the accuser 
and the accused are entitled to the same opportunity to have 

others present during the disciplinary proceeding.

-Miami University Student Code of Conduct

?
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