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FUNNY PET PICTURES

KEEP ON RUNNIN’

WRITE RIGHT RITE

Read about the Greater Cincinnati 
Athletic Trainers Association’s annual 

5K in Winton Woods Park.

View a slideshow of pets belonging  
to Miami University students.

Check out a feature about what students 
and professors think of writing  

on college campuses.

In 1948, The Miami Student reported nine representatives from Miami University would be attending the National Intercollegiate Assembly of the 
United Nations. The event was held at the University of Chicago and each university represented a different country.

THREE SQUARE MEALS, 
PLEASE!
Fraternity members requesting meal plans 
for sophomores off campus.

CAMPUS, page 2

MAGAZINE MAYHEM
ED2010, an online magazine community, 
launches at Miami.

CAMPUS, page 3

LEFT, RIGHT, 
LEFT
Students have access  
to a new range of  
military-themed courses.

CAMPUS, page 7

FULL STEAM AHEAD
Try your hand building a kinetic sculpture 
race as part of Oxford’s bicentennial.

COMMUNITY, page 4

TAKE A 
NOSEDIVE
Delta Airlines  
decrease their services at  
Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky Airport.

COMMUNITY, page 4

ALL YOU NEED IS LOVE
Get an inside look at Miami’s  
‘Best Couple.’

FEATURES, page 6

INSIDESCOOPTH
E

wSee HOCKEY, page 10

’Hawks head to NCAA hockey tourney

By Catherine Couretas
Editor in Chief

Tuesday night will be a land-
mark in election history, as the 
first debate for 
student body 
elections will 
take place 
in Hall Au-
ditorium in 
order to have 
more space for 
students to get up 
close with the candidates.

Jonathan McNabb, student 
body president, said this debate 
would be a good opening for 
candidates to start discussing  
their platforms.

“You’re able to see from their 
answers how engaged they’ve 
been and how passionate they are 
about the positions they’re run-
ning for,” McNabb said.

Ryan Horvath, candidate for 
student body president, agreed.

“It’s a great way for each candi-
date to be given the time and fully 
explain what they’re thinking for 
the future,” Horvath said.

Horvath said it was key for  
students to attend.

“It involves them (students) as 

By Erika Hadley 
Senior Staff Writer 

Last weekend was huge for the Miami University 
men’s hockey team, and though the RedHawks didn’t 
come away with the CCHA title, they still have a lot to 
smile about. 

Miami Head Coach Enrico Blasi always prides him-
self on his program’s family-oriented team focus, but 
the spotlight shone brighter on a few outstanding faces 
as the Red and White dominated the CCHA Awards at 
Thursday night’s honorary banquet.

Friday’s semifinal contest v. the University of Michi-
gan (UM) saw the RedHawks flounder their way to a 
5-2 loss, but an unforeseen roster shakeup on Saturday 
brought fresh energy to the ice that propelled the Broth-
erhood to a 2-1 win over Ferris State University (FSU) 
in the third place game.

Along the way, Miami secured the No. 1 seed in the 
NCAA Tournament bracket. 

“If this team ends up being the No. 1 seed overall, 

that’s a pretty good season,” Blasi said after his team’s 
victory over FSU. “You want to go into the tournament 
on a winning note and I’m just really proud of our guys. 
I know yesterday was disappointing but today was a 
good day, and right now we start our quest to get back 
here to Detroit (for the Frozen Four).” 

Before a single puck dropped at Joe Louis Arena, 
Thursday evening featured a night of camaraderie and 
congratulations at the CCHA Awards at Fox Theatre in 
Detroit. The suits and tuxedos worn by the Brotherhood 
juxtaposed comically with the mullet-style playoff hair-
cuts each member of the team was sporting. 

The RedHawks collected on all four of the specialty 
awards they were nominated for, and the ceremony took 
a serious turn when Blasi stepped up to accept Coach 
of the Year. The Brotherhood’s normally tight-lipped 
leader delivered a heartfelt speech detailing the hard-
ships he and the team have endured in the past year and 
giving thanks to his many families, from his daughters 

By Hannah Poturalski
News Editor

As class registration looms around the cor-
ner, many students rely on Web sites such as 
RateMyProfessors.com (RMP) to determine 
the classes and teachers they sign up for.

A recent survey done by Kaplan Test Prep 
tackles this growing trend.

Jeff Olson, vice president of research at 
Kaplan Test Prep (KTP), said they do re-
search about issues and trends affecting the  
college experience.

From December 2009 to January, KTP sur-
veyed around 1,200 pre-law and pre-medicine 
students from the professor-rating Web site era. 
Numerous questions were asked about aware-
ness and use of these Web sites.

Olson said a noteworthy 73 percent had used 
professor-rating Web sites. This stands out be-
cause 86 percent of four-year college students 
use Facebook.com.

“Little old Rate My Professors has nearly 
as many users as Facebook,” Olson said. 
“We’re living in an age when Internet makes  
information transparent.”

Olson emphasized “shopping for an easy 
grader” is not the main reason students  
use RMP.

According to a KTP press release, 77 percent 
of students said prior student comments was the 
biggest factor in choosing classes. The second 
and third most influential factors were over-
all quality of professor and engaging teaching 
style. Easy grading reputation was the fourth 
most considered factor.

First-year Kevin Irizarry, a journalism and 
international studies double major, said he only 
uses RMP once a semester around registration 
time and looks for the fairest teacher.

“Rate My Professors is good at giving a 
teacher’s attitude toward the generation of 
students we are,” Irizarry said. “We expect  

more compromise.”
Irizarry said everyone’s mentality when they 

log onto RMP is “whatever it takes to raise my 
grade point average (GPA).”

Olson said they chose pre-law and pre-
medicine students because those populations 
are especially concerned about GPA. Olson 
said the majority of students only use RMP to 
read reviews and a smaller number actually  
write reviews.

Senior Jonathan Chananie, sports studies ma-
jor, said he also looks at RMP every semester.

“I never 
look spe-
cif ical ly 
for an easy 
teacher,” 
Chananie 
said. “I see 
who’s nice 
and cool 
because if I can have a conversation that will 
help my grade. People are always going to look 
for a leg up.”

According to the press release, the KTP re-
search supports previous research at Cornell 
University, which found that students shop for 
classes where the median grade is higher. Also 
in 2009 a retired Duke University professor 
found the average college GPA rose from 2.93 
in 1991 to 3.11 in 2006.

Olson was concerned about the effect this 

grade inflation will have on college GPAs.
“GPA will lose relevance as a measure of 

academic performance and standardized tests 
will be the only available objective yardstick 
left,” Olson said.

William Hardesty, English professor, said 
with grade inflation, all students become  
above average.

“You can’t tell whether the person is a solid 
student, or if when the grades were stretched out 
they would really deserve a C,” Hardesty said.

Hardesty has been teaching at Miami 41 years 
and said he’s 
seen an atti-
tude change 
in students 
over time.

“Students 
have be-
come a lot 
less courte-

ous,” Hardesty said. “It’s hard to say if Rate 
My Professors has had a good or bad affect. It’s  
essentially harmless.”

Irizarry said with Web sites like RMP 
this generation of college students is  
less motivated.

“The amount of information we can process 
is a huge threshold,” Irizarry said. “We are intel-
ligent but reluctant to accomplish tasks.”

At 6:20 a.m. Sunday, officers met with a 19-year-
old female from Chicago who was visiting a friend 
at Miami University regarding a possible rape.
The female reportedly told police she and her 
friend were at Stadium Sports Bar & Grille during 
the night until close. She told police she then left 
with three males she did not know.
According to police reports, the males took her to a 
location she did not know or remember, but officers 
later determined it was outside the City of Oxford.
The victim reportedly has limited memory of  
what happened.
The friend she was visiting reportedly told police 
they were at the bar together, she turned around 
and her friend was gone.
The case is now being handled by Oxford Town-
ship Police because the alleged rape occurred out-
side the city limits. The investigation is continuing.

19-year-old female reports rape

wSee RATING, page 11 wSee DEBATE, page 11

CAMPUS

Survey reflects on factors in choosing classes, professors

Who are Miami’s  
top-rated professors?  

Check it out at www.miamistudent.net.
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much as it involves the people 
that are running,” Horvath said. 
“Each one of these positions will 
be representing students.”

Heath Ingram, candidate for 
student body president, agreed.

“It’s very important for stu-
dents to voice their concerns 
to candidates,” Ingram said. 
“It’s important for them to  

assess who they think is the 
most qualified individual for  
the position.”

McNabb said the venue 
change was important. Previous-
ly, the first debate was held in a 
Williams Hall studio where only 
30 or 40 students could attend in 
addition to the production crew 
recording the debate.

“We wanted to really open 
it up and have people see 
the candidates one on one,”  
McNabb said.

Ingram thought Hall  
Auditorium was a better venue 

for the debate as well.
“It provides more acces-

sibility for more students,”  
Ingram said.

McNabb said last year there 
was also much less advertising 
and this year a Facebook.com 
event has been created for the 
debate and students have been 
handing out flyers as well.

“People are just getting under-
standing that a race is going on,” 
McNabb said.

The debate will take place at 
7:30 p.m. Tuesday, March 23 in 
Hall Auditorium. It will include 

candidates for vice president of 
campus activities, vice president 
of student organizations, student 
body vice president and student 
body president.

Associated Student Govern-
ment, The Miami Student, the 
Miami Television Network 
and WMSR are sponsoring  
the event.

A second debate will be 
held in a Town Hall format in 
Williams Hall on March 31,  
time TBA.

Student body elections will 
take place April 8.

DEBATE
continued from page 1

RATING
continued from page 1

Chananie agreed.
“I take classes to enjoy them,” 

Chananie said. “It’s about what 
you get out of it.”

As for the large jump in the 
average GPA, Chananie said it’s 
most likely a combination of the 
education system improving and 
people getting easy As.

President David Hodge had a 
differing viewpoint. In his time 
at Miami University, Hodge 
said he’s seen ambitious and  
competitive students.

“It’s not going to make you 
competitive if you take easy 
courses,” Hodge said. “It’s not in 
the DNA of this place.”

Hodge said you have to be 
careful when applying na-
tional statistics to a specific 
place. He can easily see the sta-
tistics reflected nationally but 
said Miami students want to  
be challenged.

Hodge said RMP could be a 
good resource for students to get a 
sense of the class because a good 
review by students is useful.

“But it becomes a way for stu-
dents to vent because they got a 
bad grade,” Hodge said. “It can 
be of value but on average it’s not 
providing an accurate view.”

Irizarry said so far in his time at 
Miami none of his teachers have 
acknowledged RMP.

“Either they are ignorant to the 
tool or think it’s a useful resource 
and aren’t bitter,” Irizarry said.

Olson said they plan on track-
ing this RMP trend in the future.

“Professor ratings are certainly 
not a simple issue,” Olson said. 
“They offer positives to students 
and are probably here to stay.”

Check out our NEW Web site!
www.miamistudent.net

“The sophomore fraternity members are 
considered off campus student so therefore, 
we must then offer the diplomat to all off  
campus students too,” Robles said.

She said the decision was still in discussion 
with the HDGS administration. 

Coveney said HDGS held a meeting to talk 
about off-campus meal plans.

“What we found that what students are 
looking for more attractive options, more in-
centives and discounts and deals,” Coveney 
said of the meeting. 

As for fraternity members specifically, there 
was a request for the offering of the diplomat 
meal plan.

Coveney said now there are several differ-
ent meal plan options for off-campus students 
because of their access to full kitchens and off 
campus eating options.

“We have a variety of different plans  

students can choose that are meal-per-week 
plans, but what they were specifically request-
ing was the diplomat plan,” Coveney said. 

Coveney described the popular off-campus 
meal plan option called attaché, which Miami 
students have titled “snack.”

“If off-campus students choose a meal plan, 
they usually choose the attaché meal plan,” 
Coveney said.

However, the meal plan is optional 
for any off-campus student, including  
fraternity members. 

“We also have done some research with the 
various patterns of eating of different groups 
of students while we were talking and thinking 
about this but as a result of our discussions and 
research we are still maintaining the position 
that on the diplomat plan is not very benefi-
cial for students that don’t need a very high 
proportion of their meals at our operations,”  
Coveney said. 

The abuse of discounting is also in ques-
tion if the diplomat meal plan is offered to  
off-campus students.

“If you live in a fraternity house and 
there are some fraternity men who have the  

discounting, they can buy food for those who 
do not have the plans with the discounting,” 
Coveney said. 

Coveney said all off-campus students have 
the ability to swipe for students without a  
meal plan.

After reviewing their research and discus-
sion on the matter, Coveney believes that they 
will not be offering the diplomat meal plan or 
any other on campus meal plans to any stu-
dents not living in residence halls. 

“We have been talking about it and consid-
ering it and doing research about it but at this 
point, I don’t think we are prepared to make 
any changes as far as offering the diplomat 
plan to students we consider ‘off campus’,” 
Coveney said. 

Coveney pointed out that even though the 
decision is still in discussion, that the request 
has triggered more discussions for improval of 
the meal plan options offered to students both 
on and off campus. 

“I think it is really good that this request has 
come up because it has opened up more dis-
cussion on how to improve our offerings to the 
students,” Coveney explained. 

GREEk 
continued from page 2
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