
hrieks through megaphones drowned
out chirping birds and lawn sprink-
lers across Upper Arlington yesterday
morning.

“Good morning! It’s time to wake
up, Upper Arlington,” Bob Davidek yelled while
cruising the town’s streets at 7 a.m. with his
brother Karl. 

Seven volunteers with just enough courage
to wake neighbors drove the suburban streets

for the annual wake-up calls — a fundraiser
that supports Civic Association programs, in-
cluding Christmas in the Park and Golden
Apple Award for teachers, said event coor-
dinator Kevin Crowley. Residents pay $10 to
have neighbors or friends woken up.

Onlookers and neighbors smiled and honked
as the Davidek brothers shrieked by. 

“This community is truly special,” Bob Davi-
dek said after finishing his hour-long yelling
spree. “It’s always been a lifelong dream of 
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A record number of Franklin
County homeowners are trying to
reduce their property taxes, thanks
to a punishing economy and some
encouragement from a county
official.

Nearly 8,000 homeowners this
year have sought to lower the
taxable value of their home while
4,300 others have claimed a
“homestead” exemption to lower
taxes. Both figures are records and
up substantially from last year.

One reason for the jump: the
economy, which is prompting
residents to save money wherever
they can while lowering the value
of homes throughout the region.

The other reason: Franklin
County Auditor Clarence Mingo,
who initiated a campaign this year
to inform homeowners of the
board-of-revision process and to
educate senior citizens about the
homestead exemption. 

Starting in January, Mingo de-
ployed staff members to churches,
civic groups, malls, libraries and
homeowners’ associations with a
message: You might be paying too
much in taxes.

“I believe these programs exist
not for government to conceal but
for government to share with those
constituents who might benefit
from them,” said Mingo, who took
office in August and is 

LOWERING PROPERTY VALUE

Requests
for home
tax cuts
spike
Franklin County is
helping owners seek
exemptions or appeals

By Jim Weiker 
THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

See TAX CUTS Page A4

The flashbacks and night-
mares don’t come as often, but
they still can creep up with
surprising intensity.

“It’s almost like I can smell
the smoke and the diesel fuel,
and I hear the sirens and the
helicopters,” said Calvin
Loyer. “It’s just eerie.”

A career trucker for 30 years,
Loyer hasn’t driven a big rig
since July 7, 2009, when the
driver of a white Cadillac came
left of center on a Columbus
freeway, fixed his eyes on
Loyer and hit him head-on.

“I can see his facial features
vividly, just like I’m looking at
a photograph of him,” he said.

The man in Loyer’s head,
the one he can’t shake, is

Abram Bynum.
A year has passed since

Bynum, facing a 19-count
indictment that accused him
of being the “High Desert
Serial Rapist” of Lancaster,
Calif., drove into the path of
Loyer’s tanker truck on I-70
near Pickerington. Witnesses
and police think Bynum was
trying to end his life.

When that failed, a complet-
ed Columbus police investiga-
tion found, Bynum feigned

having a gun to draw the fire
of pursuing officers.

“It’s really burned in my
head,” Officer Timothy
O’Donnell told investigators
later. “He looks disgusted or
bent out of shape, and he’s got
this look in his head, like
‘What do I gotta do to get you
guys to shoot at me?’ That’s
what I remember.”

“I do not recall the suspect 
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Suspect’s death haunts wife, witnesses

Abram By-
num was
suspected of
serial rape in
California.

Police: Man committed ‘suicide by cop’
By Theodore Decker
THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

Columbus has collected almost
$69 million over the seven years the
city has charged patients for ambu-
lance rides to the hospital.

The program is generating more
money than expected, and EMS
crews want the cut they say they
were promised to buy high-tech
medicines and medical equipment.

When first proposed in 2001, the
plan to bill insurance companies to
transport patients was expected to
raise about $5 million a year.

Last year, ambulance fees
brought in $14.3 million, and reve-
nue through June is $6.6 million.

The increase is attributed to
conservative early estimates, higher
charges for transporting and a 

CITY BUDGET
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Fire Division
wants cut of
cash from
EMS rides
By Suzanne Hoholik
THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

Chicago’s Rush University for Co-
lumbus, where he will direct the
transplant center and the division
of cardiac surgery. Higgins is well-
known, having served as president
of the United Network for Organ
Sharing and president of the Socie-
ty of Black Academic Surgeons,
and he was being recruited by
multiple medical centers.

“I was actually not looking for a

A year after halting its lung-
transplant program because num-
bers were so low, Ohio State Uni-
versity Medical Center has recruit-
ed a prominent leader for its trans-
plant center and aims to resurrect
the program and boost others.

Dr. Robert Higgins is leaving

job and very happy in Chicago,”
Higgins said.

He said he was lured by the
challenge of building on the med-
ical center’s cardiac and transplant
programs, by the medical-center
leadership’s vision for the future
and Ross Heart Hospital, which he
called “an extraordinary place.”

“As I looked at this opportunity,
I saw there was a program with the

will and the resources to be great,
and they needed a leader,” he said.

His yearly salary is $770,000.
Higgins, 51, hopes to start of-

fering lung transplants as soon as
six months from now, but he’ll
have to recruit some staff mem-
bers first. When the medical center
said it was stopping its program 

NOTED RECRUIT
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Surgeon to give life to OSU transplant center
By Misti Crane
THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

WHIRLWINDY CITY
Chicago boasts great
shops, food, sights

TRAVEL, F1

Columbus Crew
beats Chicago Fire

2-1 in big game
SPORTS, C1

SHARI LEWIS DISPATCH

The Fourth of July celebration in Dublin is no place for leprechauns. No, this day belongs to red, white and blue patriots, like the performers
from High Jinks Productions. Yesterday’s march took a route along Frantz Road, Bridge Street and S. High Street to the delight of young and old.

SUBURBAN PRIDE ON PARADE

HAPPY FOURTH OF JULY!

INSIDE
� More parade photos �A10
� Inmates proud to make flags �B1
� Today’s holiday events �B3

People in Arlington,
Dublin, Westerville

revel in the spectacle

By Hannah Poturalski
THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

See PARADE Page A10

S

PubDate: 07-04-2010 Page: 1 A Edition: 1 Replate: User: kmetts Color:CMYK



SHARI LEWIS DISPATCH

LEFT: Paul Gochenour, left, and Bob Sthrome, Army veterans of
World War II, accept the crowd’s cheers at the Dublin parade.
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mine to do this.”
A little later, women

dressed in red, white and
blue robes lined up as the
United States flag and men
dressed as cheerleaders
marched through Arlington
for the annual Fourth of July
parade.

Buckeye pride abounded
along Northwest Boulevard as
Hang On Sloopy played from
a huge Ohio State University
football helmet float. Chil-
dren shot basketballs off the
side of an Upper Arlington
Optimist Club float.

Tom Goetz, who was raised
in Upper Arlington and re-
cently moved back, said the
parade was more muted than
in the past. 

“They aren’t as fun as they
used to be. It used to be non-
stop floats and bands, ”
Goetz said.

Still, he enjoyed the cama-
raderie and sharing the expe-
rience with his children, who
he hopes have the same stir-

ring feeling he had as a child.
His four children especially
enjoyed the wake-up calls.

The weather was perfect as
mother-daughter duo Cathe-
rine and Taylor Hawes of
Upper Arlington took in the
sights.

“The community is sup-
portive of each other. It’s like
a block party to jump-start

the summer,” said Catherine
Hawes, who’s been coming to
the parade for five years.

The 11 a.m. Dublin parade
also boasted quirky sights —
women in patriotic costumes
on stilts, a brigade of clowns
and juggling unicyclists —
along Frantz Road, Bridge
Street and S. High Street.

“This is the best parade

ever,” said Jamey Chinnock of
Dublin. “It’s less about the
politics and more about the
neighborhood.”

Dublin residents Phillip
and Wendy Marino loved
seeing people they knew in
the parade. They’ve been
coming for seven years, most-
ly to bring daughter Alyssa, 7. 

The crowd for Westerville’s
1 p.m. parade along State
Street got surprise showers
from Boy Scouts shooting
Super Soakers their way and
a space-rocket float that shot
confetti. Firetrucks and police
cars rolled by with a siren
and light display. 

“I love the floats,” said Pam
Larocco of Columbus, who
grew up in Westerville. “I
have lots of pictures from ’76
and am looking forward to
taking more.”

Marshawn Solomon of
Westerville came with family
and neighbors this year and
enjoyed the firetrucks and
seeing friends.

“It’s something to do with
the kids; it’s a family thing,”
Solomon said.

hpoturalski@dispatch.com
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Students, parents and staff members from St. Agatha Catholic School dance and lead a cheer ahead of an appropriately decorated giant helmet float in Upper Arlington.

NEAL C. LAURON DISPATCH

ABOVE: Two out of three Heinzelman triplets enjoy the West-
erville parade. From left are Jackson, Preston and Tucker.

NEAL C. LAURON DISPATCH

From a prime piece of pavement, Elizabeth Fields, 4, is in awe
of the sights and sounds at the Upper Arlington parade. 

NEAL C. LAURON DISPATCH

Ronan McCown, 3, is not
pleased by the sound level at
the Westerville parade up
State Street.

PARADE
FROM PAGE A1

“This is the best
parade ever. It’s less

about the politics
and more about the

neighborhood.”
JAMEY CHINNOCK 

Dublin resident

HAPPY FOURTH OF JULY!
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