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When you walk into Balcony Bar it’s all about 
strolling by Boob Town, having Sex on the Beech 
and seeing a Morning Wood before entering the 
House of Booze and taking a rest at the Cock Pit.

Long before the raunchy house signs and  
Natural Light drafts, Balcony was a very  
different bar.

Ginny Osborne said in the early 1970s her hus-
band David, who worked at a restaurant where the 
current Blue Room sits, was offered a job to open 
up something in the upstairs location. That’s when 
Balcony was conceived.

The early days

The Osbornes co-owned Balcony from 1974 
to 1994. She said in the early 1970s there was a 
pool hall in the back (where the stage is now) and a  
music store up front.

Osborne said at first Balcony was a place for 
construction workers to come after work for a 
beer and card games. Later the bar evolved and  
started hosting bands, a connection Osborne said 
has stayed with the bar throughout its history.

Bryan Hoelzer, current owner of Balcony 
and Blue Room, said there used to actually be a  
balcony at Balcony. The stairs currently in the 
front of the bar used to be outside and led up to  
a balcony.

“We served Mexican food like tacos and  
enchiladas and once we got our beer license 
we closed the small balcony for fear of people  
throwing bottles,” Osborne said.

Osborne said after business started picking up 
her husband, nicknamed Ozzie, was asked to open 
something downstairs. A hamburger joint called 
Ozzie’s was the result.

Osborne said then the drinking age was 18 and 
they stocked a lot of 3-2 beer — a lower-alcohol 
beer with 3.2 percent alcohol by volume versus 
the 7 percent those more than 21 years of age  
could drink.

“We had a truck deliver beer to the back of 
Ozzie’s and straight up the stairs,” Osborne said. 
“We sold it right from the truck because it went 
so fast.”

Daniel Fogarty, who graduated from Miami 
University in 1999, worked at Balcony from 1987 
to 1990 and then again from 1995 to 1996.

“When I was a first-year it was the last year the 
drinking age was 18, so every student was legal 
to drink … it was an exceedingly different era 
(than now),” Fogarty said. “Just imagine you’re a  
first-year and your RA (resident adviser) is going 
on a beer run for you.”

Fogarty said he started working at Balcony after 
his first year at Miami.

“By 9 p.m. we had to stop people from coming 
in,” Fogarty said. “There were lines out the doors 
at both set of steps and there used to be a fenced in 
area in back.”

Now students are more apt to drink at home or 
at parties.

Fogarty said music trends have changed a lot 
since the late 1980s.

“Balcony has always been a Mecca for live local 
music,” Hoelzer said.

Reggae used to be popular in the Midwest,  
Fogarty said and Balcony would have Reggae art-
ists come to perform two-day stints.

“We had live music a minimum of three nights 
a week,” Fogarty said. “The stage was upfront 
then and it was a very welcoming scene when you 
walked in the door.”

He said Balcony also had comedy acts like  
Sinbad and Roseanne perform.

“It was called Comedy Caravan, and I bar-
tended it,” Fogarty said. “It was an all around  

positive experience.”
Fogarty said the Osbornes were a good pair 

that made a great bar because it wasn’t just a  
student bar.

“It was a good mix that made you feel worldly 
in a small town,” Fogarty said. “It was family-ori-
ented. I was also happy to go to work.”

One thing Fogarty said he loves about Balcony 
is that it’s not pretentious.

“It’s a dive-y, neighborhood place and people 
are attracted to that style,” Fogarty said. “The  
history is so friendly and rich.”

A different look now

Hoelzer bought the bar in 2000 and said he 
worked on improving it by purchasing new pool 
tables and moving them to the front of the bar. He 
updated the sound equipment, increased the size of 
the stage two-fold and moved it to the back of the 
bar. Hoelzer also built the wrap around bar.

Hoelzer said he had to update the wiring  
and plumbing.

Hoelzer said the crowd in Balcony has changed 
dramatically since he’s owned it.

“It’s a different style than before,” Hoelzer said. 
“It wasn’t popular with students. Hippies smelling 
like patchouli used to come and drink New Castle 
and listen to jam bands.”

Hoelzer said after three years the hippie crowd 
left and Balcony had its worst semester for  
business. Hoelzer rethought his approach and  
started bringing in more cover bands. After  
attracting more members of Greek life, Hoelzer 
said business flourished.

Starting in 2003 and lasting four years, Balcony 
hosted its ‘80s Night.

“We’d be packed with a line down the street,” 
Hoelzer said. “We did more business on a  
Wednesday night than Thursday through Saturday 
combined. Then the number of students fell off  
because of their age. We’re constantly evolving.”

Hoelzer said Happy Hour has increased its  
popularity. Balcony now makes in one Friday was 
it used to make in a month of Happy Hours.

Hoelzer said he’s also enjoyed hosting the  
Spectrum Drag Shows.

“It’s good to be involved in that and the money 
goes to a good cause,” Hoelzer said.

Senior Sarah Reder said she met one of her good 
friends at a Balcony drag show.

“The first time I went out at Miami was to a drag 
show with my RA and corridor,” Reder said.

The end of an era

Going out with one last bang, Balcony will host 
its Last Stand from noon to 2:30 a.m. Saturday.

Only those older than 21 will be allowed in, 
Hoelzer said because there are so many people 
coming from all over the country. There will also 
be a cover charge of $10. People are coming from 
as far as California, Florida, Maine, Oregon and 
the Grand Cayman Islands.

“By the end of August you couldn’t get a hotel 
anymore, not even at Hueston Woods,” Fogarty 
said. “It’s going to be near impossible to move.”

At 2 p.m. Saturday the infamous house signs 
will be auctioned off. All proceeds will go  
toward the Ozzie Scholarship that will fund a 
portion of college tuition for a Talawanda High  
School student.

“Ozzie was an important fixture (in the  
community),” Hoelzer said, of the long-time own-
er of Balcony.

Fifth-year Scott Turner said the house signs are 
a testament to all the memories made and stored in 
Balcony’s legacy.

Fogarty has a great group of friends who still 
work in Oxford and said they’ll have a limousine 

“It’s a dive-y, 
neighborhood 
place and people 
are attracted to 
that style.” 

-Daniel Fogarty
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on-call all weekend for themselves.
Osborne, who still resides in Oxford, said she’s attending Bal-

cony’s Last Stand and plans to stay all day.
“People are so excited,” Osborne said. “Balcony’s  

always been more like a club house than a business. I worked with  
wonderful, incredible people who I made friends with.”

Hoelzer said five bands will be performing, both old and new.
“It’s all about fun that day,” Hoelzer said. “There will be a DJ 

downstairs and upstairs.”

Balcony down, apartments up

Despite original plans to demolish Balcony and Blue Room 
in mid-November, Hoelzer said the building will now stand  
until sometime between January and February before  
construction begins on an apartment complex. After Nov. 15 the 
bars will be closed until demolition.

Hoelzer said the apartments will be called Madison Towers and 
should be open fall 2011.

Fogarty said he understands Miami students are more cosmo-
politan and mature now, so uptown apartments appeal to them.

Osborne also said she understands why the bar is  
being torn down. She said even when she sold it in 1994 the 
building had a lot of problems with wiring, plumbing, air  
conditioning, etc.

Hoelzer said he enjoyed owning Balcony for the first five years, 
but it’s not an easy job.

“I’ve met great people through here; we’re focused 
on people development,” Hoelzer said. “I’m ready to do  
something different.”

Hoelzer said he’s loved hearing stories from alumni about  
the bar.

“Balcony has a lot of good memories,” Hoelzer said. “It’s good 
to be affiliated with that. Balcony has always been about peace, 
love and fun.”

One final closing time

Turner said ever since his first-year at Miami,  
Balcony has been a place he hangs out.

“It’s the perfect bar in my opinion,” Turner said. “It 
has all the elements — foosball, pool, wrap around bar, 
club seat to chill, music, lights, dance floor, balcony on 
back — that gives it a unique flavor.”

Turner said he feels at home at Balcony.
“It’s easy to enjoy the atmosphere, and the crowd is 

chill but knows how to get rowdy too,” Turner said.
Turner said Oxford will be losing a landmark, and 

he’s sad he won’t be able to return to his favorite bar 
after graduating.

Turner said Balcony is a great place for local  
musicians and students to play music.

“It’s disappointing students won’t have that outlet,” 
Turner said.

Reder said Balcony has an indescribably  
good atmosphere.

“People go there to have fun and be in a good mood, 
there aren’t fights like at Brick Street,” Reder said. 
“Most bars are either sit-down or dance and Balcony 
has both.”

Reder said she loves having a place to play pool  
because it’s a great way to meet people.

She thinks there will be a lot of anger when the bar 
closes because it’s so loved.

“All my best nights have been at Balcony,” Reder 
said. “It’s been a part of my college experience.”

“Balcony has 
always been 
about peace, 
love and fun.”

Want to own a little piece of Balcony history?

http://www.auctionwaves.com.Visit 

-Bryan Hoelzer

years of
HOUSE SIGNS,

JAM BANDS
AND HAPPY HOURScome to a close
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