
By Katie Jo Kohls
Senior Staff Writer

Miami University is known for red brick 
buildings, sprawling green quads and pictur-
esque surroundings, but a wind turbine near the 
Ecology Research Center behind Yager Stadium 
will soon add another landmark to Oxford. 

“You will be able to see it from campus and be re-
minded of Miami’s commitment to green initiatives,” 
said junior Emily Horne, one of two student mem-
bers on the Revolving Green Fund committee.

According to Horne, funding was approved 
Jan 20. Miami engineering seniors Mike Eilers, 
Meredith Linch, William Nelson and Andrew 
Reynolds prepared the proposal. 

Eilers said Anthony Ferraro, Miami ener-
gy management engineer and David Pry-
therch, sustainability coordinator and as-
sociate professor of geography, gathered 
most of the information for the project.

“We compiled their information and wrote the pro-
posal,” Eilers said. 

This is the first proposal to be reviewed and passed 
by the Revolving Green Fund committee.

“I think the cross-turn will come from students 
when concern turns to financing,” said Adam Har-
ris, a Revolving Green Fund committee member 

and member of Green Oxford.
Harris said the Bio-Science Group in Pearson Hall would 

fund one-third of the project. The total cost of the project will 
be between $14,000 and $19,000 depending on the size of the 
turbine. The group is currently working with Ohio company, 
Custom Agri Systems, Inc.

“(Revolving Green Funds) are only on a handful of campuses 
nation-wide,” Harris said. 

Horne said the Revolving 
Green Fund was established 

to promote green initiatives by 
making money available to students. 

“Any money saved will be returned to the fund,” Horne 
said. “This gives the Revolving Green Fund its name because 
it is self-sustaining.” 

Harris said proposals are evaluated using predetermined 
criteria including commitment to environmental sustain-
ability, potential to achieve green results, measurable out-
comes, cost effective use of funds, terms of payment plan and  
student participation. 

Horne said the payback period is the most important of the 
measurable criteria. 

“Ideally, we would use the funds to pay for every idea that is 
proposed,” Horne said. “But we must evaluate if the payback 
will be quick enough to keep the fund afloat.” 

Harris said Oxford is not conducive to wind and solar 

By Hannah Poturalski
Campus Editor

It would appear Miami University 
students are less interested in having a 
voice in university decisions.

Barbara Jones, vice president for 
student affairs, said it’s a challenge to 
get students to fill all the university  
committee roles.

“The appointment of students to 
committees is 
the responsi-
bility of ASG,” 
Jones said. 
“It’s hard to 
find schedule 
times that work 
for students 
or they don’t 
show up.”

J o n a t h a n 
McNabb, stu-
dent body 
president, said 
ASG has been 
e-mailing possible candidates and ad-
vertising on campus and list servs.

“To be honest, we’ve had a difficult 
time finding students interested,” Mc-
Nabb said. “The blame falls on me.”

Some of the committees currently 
lacking their usual number of student 

members are the Parking and Appeals 
Committee, the Committee on Stu-
dent Media Organizations (COSMO) 
and the Miami University Lecture  
Series Committee.

“It baffles me, and I don’t know why 
(we can’t find students),” McNabb 
said. “Somehow we’re missing the stu-
dents that are interested.”

McNabb said it’s harder to find stu-
dents members for committees that re-

port to the 
Student Af-
fairs Coun-
cil (SAC). 
Both COS-
MO and 
the Lec-
ture Series 
Commit-
tee report 
to SAC 
due to the 
influence 
they have 
to decide 

how portions of the student general fee 
are spent.

“It’s been a mess this year,” said 
Lana Kay Rosenberg, chair of the 
Lecture Series Committee and as-

 — JONATHAN McNABB
STUDENT BODY PRESIDENT

Somehow we’re 

missing
interested.

the students who are

p

q

36
26Wed Fri p

q

25
14Thu p

q

28
15

The Miami Student
CAMPUS

Tuesday, January 26, 2010
Oldest university newspaper in the United States, established 1826

MIAMI UNIVERSITY    OXFORD, OHIOVOLUME 137    NO. 33

CAMPUS

ONLYu
WWW.MIAMISTUDENT.NET

PARKING TIP OF THE WEEK

FREE IT TIP

BRETT’S REVIEW

Try Click to Chat, a new IM service 
from IT Services.

Quick tip on how to avoid  
parking tickets.

Read our TV guru’s review  
of The Office.

PARKING PRIVILEGES
Student Body President Jonathan  
McNabb proposes 10 red parking permits 
for student leaders.

CAMPUS, page 2

UNTAPPING MIAMI’S  
RESOURCES

To conserve  
water and energy, the 
Unplugged,Untapped 
competition begins in 
residence halls.

CAMPUS, page 3

LUXURIOUS LEGOS
The Miami University Art  

Museum features an 
exhibit of jewelry  
from four countries.

CAMPUS, page 3

THE GREASY SPOON 
RETURNS
Now open 24 hours with 
a new menu and new 
managers, Oxford Diner 
is back.

COMMUNITY, page 4

DOING TIME 
IN JUVIE
Butler County crime 

stats show the amount  
of juvenile crime is decreasing,  

however, the severity is increasing.
COMMUNITY, page 4

OHIO NEEDS YOU TO 
VOLUNTEER!
Due to the failing economy, volunteers are 
in need more than ever.

FEATURES, page 6

INSIDESCOOPTH
E

The Miami Student reported in 1971 that the university’s executive council was meeting to discuss whether physical education courses would count 
toward each student’s graduation requirements. The committee also discussed the total number of hours needed to graduate.

wSee FINANCE, page 7

Miami plans 
long-term 

 renovations

MU committees 
lack students

wSee COMMITTEES, page 7

UNIVERSITY  
EXPLORES HAZING 

ALLEGATIONS

By Hannah Poturalski
Campus Editor

With the average residence hall being 61 
years old, Miami University hopes to spruce 
up residence and dining halls around campus 
to reflect modern styles.

Robert Keller, university architect and cam-
pus planner, presented a housing overview and 
potential future plans at the Jan. 22 board of 
trustees finance and audit committee meeting.

Keller said this is a “big project” to potential-
ly renovate 37 residence halls, six apartments 
at Heritage Commons and six dining halls.

“We’ve been working on a plan for keep-
ing housing and dining consistent,” said Da-
vid Creamer, vice president for finance and  
business services.

Miami University has commissioned CBT 
Architects and consultants from Brailsford & 
Dunlavey to help with building assessments, 
program, market and site analyses and floor 
plan prototypes.

For the building assessment, 14 represen-
tative buildings, with a range of styles, were 
chosen from every corner of campus. Condi-
tions such as water proofing, roofing, electrical 
systems and bathrooms were assessed.

Keller pointed out as an example that  

Green Fund approves wind turbine project
CAMPUS

wSee TURBINE, page 7

By Amanda Seitz
Campus Editor

The Miami University Greek com-
munity may need to be more consci-
entious about following Pan-Hellenic 
Association (PanHel) and Interfrater-
nity Council (IFC) standards as new 
pledges become acclimated.

According to Susan Vaughn, direc-
tor of ethics and student conflict reso-
lutions, hazing allegations rise during 
this time of year as sororities and fra-
ternities gain new members.

“This is usually when there are re-
ports of hazing activities,” Vaughn 
said, adding this year is no exception.

The Cliff Alexander Office of Fra-
ternity and Sorority Life and Leader-
ship declined to comment on any alle-
gations or investigations made. 

Hazing is prohibited by the student 
handbook and is illegal in Ohio.

Vaughn said a meeting was neces-
sary after the Office of the Dean of 
Students heard of hazing allegations. 

The Office of the Dean of Students, 
PanHel and IFC called chapter presi-
dents to an emergency meeting at 4 
p.m. Jan. 15 regarding hazing allega-
tions and recruitment violations. 

“Our biggest concern at that point 
(was) that this sounds very serious,” 
Vaughn said. 

According to Vaughn, all hazing al-
legations have been anonymous and 
have not identified a specific chapter. 

Drew Sturtevant, IFC president, said 
there was cause for concern because of 
the number of phone calls offices were 
receiving about potential allegations.  

“We were concerned for the vol-
ume of phone calls we were getting,” 
Sturtevant said. “We felt we needed to 
address the chapters right now instead 
of later, so making it clear to all of the 
presidents that we aren’t going to toler-
ate if (hazing) happens.”

All potential hazing allegations have 
been anonymous, complicating the va-
lidity and details of potential issues.

“We can’t do anything about it, a 
lot of times the parents or the students 
don’t say their name,” Sturtevant 
said. “We advise them to go to Ethic-
sPoint.”

Sturtevant added that EthicsPoint 
is a third-party program the univer-
sity uses to collect anonymous tips on  
hazing and underage drinking. 

Robin Parker, university general 
counsel, said Miami’s hazing allega-
tions have been similar to the Ohio 
University hazing incident confirmed 
earlier in the week.

“We’ve received similar allegations 
(as OU),” Parker said. “We’ve heard 
rumors. Nobody has come forward.” 

Parker said no individuals are being 
investigated at this time, but did not 
comment if chapters or larger entities 
are being investigated.
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sociate professor of kinesiology and health. “I do 
have some student members but only because I was  
extremely proactive.”

Rosenberg said she can only speak for the Lecture 
Series Committee, but said she was never told which 
student members were appointed spring 2009.

Rosenberg said she’s supposed to have a total of six 
student members — two are appointed by virtue of the 
positions they hold and four are appointed at large.

Rosenberg said she had to contact a lot of peo-
ple before getting any answers about student  
committee members.

“It was a slip up (by ASG) and it’s frustrating,”  
Rosenberg said.

Rosenberg said traditionally ASG notifies the Office 
of Student Affairs which students have been nominated 
to serve on committees and then the students are as-
signed committees.

Rosenberg said having student members on her 
committee is important because they help decide which 
guests to invite to campus.

“It would be easier to just have faculty members on 
the committee, but students are helpful and present a 
different perspective,” Rosenberg said.

Rosenberg said some years the process of obtaining 
student members for the committee is a smooth pro-
cess, but she said it’s never been this bad.

Rosenberg said the process of how students are 
picked to serve on committees needs revision. Some 
years, Rosenberg said she’s had students who really 
want to serve on her committee, but they aren’t chosen. 
“We need to empower students to do these things be-
cause it’s a wonderful opportunity,” Rosenberg said. 
“There’s never been an open invitation to students 

(about this) and I think it’s sad.”
Bruce Drushel, chair of COSMO and assistant 

professor of communication, has been involved with 
COSMO since the early 1990s.

COSMO usually has seven faculty and staff mem-
bers and four student members. This year no student 
members were nominated to the committee by ASG.

“This is the first year that I can recall not having any 
student members,” Drushel said.

Drushel said COSMO is responsible for electing the 
editors, business managers and general managers of 
The Miami Student, Recensio yearbook, Miami Quar-
terly, WMSR and Inklings. The committee recently 
received an application from Up Magazine to become 
part of the student media organizations.

The committee also oversees budget proposals from 
student media.

Drushel said in December 2009 he received an e-
mail from McNabb “referring to excuses” about not 
having students available for COSMO. Drushel said 
after that no further action has occurred.

“It was an oversight on their part, and I don’t know 
why it hasn’t been resolved,” Drushel said.

Drushel said student committee members are crucial 
because they contribute valuable ideas and viewpoints 
faculty and staff wouldn’t consider.

“It deprives students of input in leadership and 
how organizations spend their budget, which partially 
comes from student fees,” Drushel said.

Drushel said he can usually count on two to three of 
the four students nominated by ASG to show up regu-
larly to meetings.

“I view this year as an extreme case,” Drushel said. 
“It was disappointing that there were no appointments 
this year. This is a fairly big issue.”

McNabb said ASG hopes to have student members 
available for these committees in the next few weeks.

“We’re committed to finding students because 
it’s important to have student representation,”  
McNabb said.
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Swing Hall, one of the buildings 
assessed, would need $3.2 million  
in renovations.

Keller said as part of the pro-
gram analysis, 30 to 50 question 
surveys were 
sent to students 
and parents.

“We’ve spent 
a lot of time get-
ting the current 
understanding 
of what par-
ents and stu-
dents expect,”  
Keller said.

The survey 
results are be-
ing analyzed 
by Brailsford & 
Dunlavey.

“Parents were 
more informative in the comments 
they were providing than students,” 
Creamer said.

Pete Miller, associate vice 
president for auxiliaries, said 
they received 700 responses  
from parents.

“Parents didn’t understand 
why we had great classrooms, 
but the living conditions where 
students are spending the major-
ity of time weren’t at that level,”  
Creamer said.

Keller said there are several areas 
where new residence halls could be 
built, including MET quad by the 
marching band area, Western cam-
pus and near Old Manse. Creamer 
said they will try to replicate the 
external look of existing buildings.

“There are three to four loca-
tions of where we could put new 
housing,” Keller said. “We haven’t 
selected which one yet, we’re  

going through that analysis.”
Keller said one thing Miami has 

to consider when building new 
space is that the average square 
footage needed per student has 
risen. Creamer said the national 
average is 180 to 240 square feet, 
while Miami students average  
140 square feet.

Keller said the location of ex-
isting utilities will affect where a 

new building  
site goes.

One poten-
tial plan Keller 
presented is to 
build two to 
three buildings 
on Western 
campus that 
total 420 to  
546 beds.

Miller said 
the average 
number of beds 
in a residence 
hall is 200  
to 220.

Keller presented the commit-
tee an “aggressive timeline” that 
presents upgrades and renovations 
being made summer 2010. The 
timeline stretches to 2028, when all 
construction would conclude.

Keller said this totals 45 proj-
ects across 20 years and he ex-
pects to complete them in two to  
three chunks.

Creamer said after the new 
construction is completed he 
fully expects to have some varia-
tion in pricing between new and  
old buildings.

Creamer said there’s potential for 
some buildings to be torn down.

“It’s inevitable that there will 
be certain buildings that will 
be too prohibitive and costly,”  
Creamer said.

Creamer said he hopes to have 
a set of recommendations by the 
April 9 meeting.

projects because of its Miami 
Valley location but the Ecology 
Research Center is in a natural 
tree clearing. This location uses 
Butler County Rural Electric, 
costlier than Duke Energy (Mi-
ami’s electric supplier), making 
the project more valuable.

“Basically it is a way to cap-
ture wind energy, harvest it 
and put it back into the ERC  

facility,” Horne said. 
Besides saving on energy 

costs, Harris said he hopes 
classes take advantage of the 
wind turbine as an example of 
alternative energy.

“I think students will be ex-
cited  Miami is going green,” 
Harris said. 

Harris said he hopes the frui-
tion of one student-proposed 
green initiative will encourage 
other students to seek fund-
ing from the Revolving Green 
Fund. He said the next proposal 
might be a student sustainabil-
ity project involving a biodiesel 

program, which has been in the 
works for more than a year. 

“Eventually as we get more 
and more proposals we will be 
able to weigh them against each 
other,” Horne said. 

According to Horne the proj-
ect still requires a seal of ap-
proval from David Creamer, 
Miami’s vice president of fi-
nance and business services. 

“All around it is exciting to 
see this happen, to have the first 
proposal under our belt,” Harris 
said. “We have the confidence 
to take on more projects and 
projects of a larger scale.”

“Parents didn’t  
understand why we had 
great classrooms, but the 
living conditions where 
students are spending 

the majority of the time 
weren’t at that level.”

DAVID CREAMER
VICE PRESIDENT FOR FINANCE AND 

BUSINESS SERVICES
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