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THE PREZ’S  
DESKTOP DETAILS
President David Hodge reveals what  
he keeps on his desk.

FUELING  
FINANCIAL AID
Applications for federal 
financial aid have increased 
due to the recession.

CAMPUS, page 2

BREAK OUT 
OF THE (OX)BOX
The Community section’s  
December event guide for fun  
out and about the Oxford area.
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ALUMNI BRINGIN’  
THE BOOZE
Miami alums start an alcohol  
importing business for Brazilian rum.

CAMPUS, page 3

GIMME SOME 
SUGAR TIME!
Sugar the dog spends 
therapeutic time with students  
at Student Counseling Services.

ONLYu
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In 1942, The Miami Student reported World War II gas rationing was impacting Oxford, allowing for Americans to use only four gallons per week. 
The article reported the 46 students who had car permits would be hit the hardest.
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TURKEY DAYS
Check out a slide show of  

Thanksgiving weekend in Oxford.

TMS

on the radio Tune in to  
The Miami Student 

News Report  
on WMSR  
at 7 p.m.  

each Tuesday.
www.RedHawkRadio.com

‘THANK YOU FOR SMOKING’
Andy Sinclair updates his blog with 
a post about tobacco corporations.

First-year Anna Magee studies in her room Monday in Dodds Hall. The triple room was previously a study room.
KELLY BENNETT    The Miami Student

Housing shortage persists

ASG pushes 
back election, 
creates tickets
By Courtney Day
Senior Staff Writer

Under new election rules, Associated Student 
Government (ASG) elections will take place 
later in spring 2010 than in previous years. Ad-
ditionally, candidates for student body president 
and student body vice president will be required 
run together on a single ticket.

The new rules, which were passed by ASG 
student senate Nov. 17, push back the elections 
cycle so that candidates will not begin campaign-
ing until after spring break.

Open campaigning for last year’s student body 
elections began the first Friday of the spring se-
mester, according to Student Body Vice Presi-
dent Adam Harris. Campaigning will now start 
March 15, the Monday after spring break.

The student body primary elections will take 
place April 1 and general elections will be held 
April 8. 

The shortened elections cycle was designed to 
lessen the time dominated by elections so sena-
tors and cabinet members can focus on their cur-
rent positions for more of the spring semester.

In addition to changing to the elections time-
line, the ASG elections committee lowered 
spending caps for candidates and created an e-
signature process requiring candidates to verify 

CAMPUS

By Hannah Poturalski
Campus Editor

With less than two weeks re-
maining in the semester, some 
Miami University students con-
tinue to live in overflow housing 
in basements and study rooms 
of residence halls.

First-year James Wynn has 
been living in the basement of 
Dorsey Hall since the beginning 

of the semester.
He said the university didn’t 

tell him he would be living in 
the basement and it wasn’t until 
he got his room assignment (024 
Dorsey Hall) that he suspected it 
might be in the basement.

“I signed up for a triple or a 
double and got a basement with 
five other guys,” James Wynn 
said. “(The university) kind of 
lied; they should have put it as 

an option, or said something 
about it. I signed an online 
contract and then was put in  
a basement.”

Cynthia Wynn, mother of 
James Wynn, said it’s a good 
thing her son has gotten along 
with his roommates.

One concern she had was the 
close proximity of the room to 
the laundry room since lint in 
the air could cause allergies.

“It was surprising,” Cynthia 
Wynn said. “I try to stay out of 
it because he’s a young adult, 
but I thought the room was  
large enough.”

This topic was discussed 
during the Nov. 20 finance and 
audit committee meeting. Pete 
Miller, associate vice presi-
dent for auxiliaries, described 

By Noëlle Bernard
For The Miami Student

The Ohio Bureau of Mo-
tor Vehicles created a new 
policy in August regarding the  
proper registration of vehicles. 

However, this new policy has 
since stirred up confusion and 
frustration within the Latino/
Hispanic immigrant communi-
ty in Butler County and the city  
of Hamilton. 

“We put together a new 
policy in place which requires 
anyone with a vehicle to have 
a verifiable Ohio driver’s li-
cense, Ohio state identification 
card and/or proof of Social 
Security,” said Lindsay Kom-
lanc, director of media rela-
tions for the Ohio Department 
of Public Safety. “In moving to 
enforce the policy we scanned 
our system and we found 
47,500 vehicles without the  

required information.”
Komlanc said the depart-

ment then sent out letters to 
the owners of such vehicles.

These letters then  
fueled a wave of fear in 
communities with high  
immigrant populations.

“The people are scared,” 
said Lourdes Leon, owner of 
Fairfield Mexican restaurant  
Taqueria Mercado. “Many 
have already started moving 

away to other states or back 
to their counties. I know some 
going back to Mexico and 
Guatemala. I think they want 
to scare people away.”

However, Komlanc said 
the policy was not a direct 
target on the Latino/Hispan-
ic community or any other  
immigrant groups.

Instead, the letters were 
distributed based on a  
database scan. 

“Our role is to make sure 
every article is secure and  
reliable,” Komlanc said. “We 
are trying to keep up with 
technology and what peo-
ple are doing. We are doing 
what we think is necessary to  
avoid fraud.”

According to Leon, the  
letters were sent Oct. 8 to in-
form unregistered drivers that 

License policy worries Latinos

wSee ASG, page 11 wSee HOUSING, page 7

wSee LICENSE, page 11

ERIN MAHER    The Miami Student

DO YOUR DANCE AT THE 
SPACE JAM! ALRIGHT!
RedHawks men’s and women’s basketball 
teams show their stuff on the court.

SPORTS, page 14

CAMPUS, page 3
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the field of aging. For three years, 
the award winners have given a 
lecture. Previous winners include 
Ann Gillespie, Jan Monahue and  
Bob Ashley.

Jennings, president of Jennings 
Policy Strategies (JPS), said he 
would address the political status of 
the health care reform debate with a 
particular focus on seniors.

Jennings said a large focus would 
be on the historical aspect of recent 
health care reform.

“President after president has 
tried to take on this issue,” Jennings 
said. “Everyone has tried but failed. 
This is the closest we’ve come … 
we will probably know the answer 
to the question if success will occur 
in within the next two months.”

Jennings agreed it is critical for 
Miami students to arm themselves 
with knowledge before leaving 
school and living on their own.

“It’s critical because (it is) dif-
ficult to find jobs, and jobs with 
health care,” Jennings said.

Jennings explained his concern 
with the past and current health 

care system.
“The reality is our health 

care system is extraordinarily  
inefficient,” Jennings said. 

He said the main problem is not 
that we don’t cover everyone, but 
the cost shifting from insured to 
uninsured, the lack of willingness 
for insurers to invest in wellness 
programs, and employers not want-
ing to provide programs for in and 
out of insurance status. He added 
insurers have every incentive to 
stay away from sick populations, 
mainly seniors, because they are 
more costly.

“I think to make the system 
work … (we need to be) much 
more focused on avoiding illness, 
but focus on wellness and health,” 
Jennings said. “We have to find a 
way to get all people in the sys-
tem, and everyone focuses on that  
individual responsibility.”

Jennings said the U.S. is facing 
a huge economic challenge and in 
the last year, the focus has been  
diverted to health care.

“You really can’t deal with the 
national challenge of health care 
cost if you don’t find a way to inte-
grate coverage debate and be very 
aggressive on creative ways to alter 
how we deliver and pay for health 
care,” Jennings said.

SPEAKERS
continued from page 2

“We’re slowly overcoming 
those,” Schuman said. “This past 
year we were distributed across 
seven states and coming into 2010 
it looks like we’ll at least be dou-
bling our distribution, which will 
allow us to be received much more 
as a national brand as opposed to 
being a regional brand.”

According to Walker, Rio D 

should be back on Ohio shelves in 
2010 as well after a brief issue with 
state licensing.

“We were actually in Oxford 
Spirits, but we relocated from At-
lanta to Chicago about nine months 
ago, and in that time Ohio ran out 
of our product,” Walker said. “Long 
story short, we should be back on 
Ohio shelves early next year.”

According to Schuman, Miami 
students can expect Rio D to have 
a presence around Oxford starting 
next year as well.

“We’re really excited to get back 
into Ohio, where it all started,” 

Schuman said. “We’ll definitely 
have a strong presence at Miami 
doing promotional things starting 
in 2010.”

According to sophomore entre-
preneurship major Tate Doolittle, 
Rio D’s success is something to 
strive for, and a great testament to 
Miami’s business program.

“It’s great to hear success stories 
about this program because it only 
reaffirms that I’m doing the right 
thing,” Doolittle said. “When it’s all 
said and done I know that my work 
in this program will lead to my  
own success.”

LIQUOR
continued from page 3

Scotty Lippert, a senior and 
team member, filled in at the 
last minute at the GAMTI be-
cause another mock trial mem-
ber came down with H1N1 
influenza. Lippert said having 
a quality program demands a 
great deal of time and effort.

“We have scheduled practic-
es every Tuesday and Thursday 

night,” Lippert said.
Lippert said the week before 

a competition becomes even  
more intense.

“We can easily meet for nine 
to 10 hours (in a week),” Lippert 
said. “If it’s nationals or regionals,  
it’s everyday.”

Miami will be hosting a dedi-
cation tournament in honor of 
the James Lewis family to break 
in the new mock trial room in 
the Farmer School of Business. 
The 14-team tournament is set 
for Jan. 30 to 31, although times 
have not yet been announced.

MOCK
continued from page 3

these basement spaces as having 
a barracks-style look, sometimes 
with 20 to 30 beds. There are five 
residence halls with these spaces: 
Dorsey, Minnich, Dennison, Havi-
ghurst and Hepburn halls.

Lucinda Coveney, director of 
housing contracts and meal plans, 
said 16 students are still living in 
the basements of Dennison, Havi-
ghurst and Dorsey halls.

“If they want to stay there the 
rest of the academic year that’s 
fine,” Coveney said.

Coveney said those living in the 
basement of Dennison Hall were 
given reduced rates, but they will 
be charged full price since they did 
not accept the option to move.

James Wynn said Miami hasn’t 
offered him an actual room yet and 
he didn’t receive a reduced rate.

“They handled it poorly,”  
Wynn said.

Cynthia Wynn said, “It’s odd 
that we’re paying the same tuition 
(as a regular room) but living in  
a basement.”

Miller said Miami plans to 

spend “a couple hundred thousand 
dollars” to improve the spaces.

“(This is) so we’ll feel more 
comfortable with students being 
placed into those,” Miller said.

Larry Fink, assistant vice presi-
dent for housing and auxiliaries, 
said the improvement process is 
still in the planning stages.

He said the basements of Havi-
ghurst, Hepburn and Minnich halls 
would receive the improvements.

“Nothing has been done to these 
spaces since they were built,”  
Fink said.

Fink said the improvements 
would include partitions for pri-
vacy, electrical improvements for 
individually controlled lighting, 
and new furniture including beds.

“It’s still a basement regardless 
of how you set it up,” Wynn said.

Fink said the issue of security 
has been addressed.

“We made it more secure for 
personal belongings like iPods or 
computers,” Fink said. “We added 
locking filing cabinets.”

James Wynn said he never re-
ceived a locked cabinet.

Cynthia Wynn said she likes the 
automatic door lock feature.

Fink said the improvements 
would be made during summer 
2010. Fink said the cost would 

come from the housing, dining and 
guest services (HDGS) budget.

“We want to be ready in case 
we need to use temporary housing 
again,” Coveney said.

Coveney said for fall 2010 
HDGS hopes to cut the capacity 
of the overflow areas in the base-
ments of Havighurst and Hepburn 
halls in half, increasing privacy.

Coveney said around 30 stu-
dents are living in on-floor study 
lounges converted into quads. 
These converted study rooms are 
in Anderson, Dennison, Dodds, 
McBride and Stanton halls.

Miller said unlike the converted 
study rooms, it was easy to clear 
out the barracks-style living.

“It’s row after row of bunk beds 
so obviously students don’t want 
to stay there,” Miller said.

With students not wanting to 
leave the converted rooms, Miller 
fears this will happen next year.

“Our intention was to have 
students back out of those spaces 
quite early, but we have quite a 
battle with students once they’re 
in there,” Miller said. “Because 
they’re on the floor with other stu-
dents they’re quite happy and have 
bonded with their roommates.”

Heath Ingram, student trustee, 
expressed concern with this situa-
tion during the Nov. 20 meeting.

“We’re trying to reach 3,550 stu-
dents as our goal (for next fall) and 
this past fall we’ve had an issue 
with beds,” Ingram said. “I know 
you’re working very hard to fix the 
situation but we still have students 
living in study rooms converted 
into quads.”

Miller said it’s hard to find a 
place where all the roommates can 
stay together.

“In most cases now the stu-
dents have been given the op-
tion of moving out,” Miller said. 
“We expected to take them out 
when rooms opened, but hate to  
force them.”

Coveney said, “In the spring 
semester we hope to find whole 
open rooms to offer to those in the 
study rooms to move there togeth-
er (with a roommate).”

Fink doesn’t anticipate the use 
of study lounges as living spaces 
for fall 2010.

“It’s no fun for any of us to have 
this crowded situation,” Miller 
said. “We’ve even had students 
transferring in and we had to talk 
them out of living on campus.”

David Creamer, vice president 
for finance and business services, 
said during the Nov. 20 meeting, 
limiting the number of upperclass 
students who can live on campus 
is one way the university is hoping 
to improve the overflow situation.

“That’s the downside, simply 
not having the space for upper-
class students who want to live on 
campus,” Creamer said.

Coveney said by the end of the 
fall semester, 300 to 400 students 
leave for a number of reasons — 
internships, study abroad, mis-
match, academic suspension or 
graduation. Coveney said around 
200 students come in the spring.

“That’ll be the opportunity to 
correct this and get those spaces 
cleared back how they should be,” 
Miller said.

Wynn said he plans on talking 
to his resident adviser this week 
because he would like a room but 
wants to stay in Dorsey Hall.

Wynn said one morning at 7 
a.m. maintenance workers came 
into the room and said they were 
checking the pipes for asbestos.

“I like the guys, but I live in a 
basement,” James Wynn said. “It’s 
not the guys, it’s the situation.”

Coveney said there are some 
things the university can’t control.

“There are a lot of unknowns, a 
lot of planning and thought goes 
into our process,” Coveney said.

HOUSING
continued from page 1
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