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Dining hall 
hours change 
to fit class 
schedules

By Maria Kreighbaum
For The Miami Student

The new year brought changes to 
Miami University’s campus, specifi-
cally within the department of dining, 
housing and guest services.

Recent revisions to dining 
hall hours of operations are af-
fecting students across campus. 
The largest changes made to date in-
clude extended hours at Bell Tower 
Place. Bell Tower was originally open 
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., but a new sched-
ule shifts the hours of operation from  
8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

This extra hour at night has allowed 
the dining hall to serve four times 
as many students, an improvement 
Nancy Heidtman, director of dining 
and culinary support services, said  
she anticipated.

“We made these changes to bet-
ter accommodate the needs of the  
students,” Heidtman said.

Proposal to allow 10 students to buy red permits
By Hannah Poturalski
Campus Editor

Pretty soon a handful of lucky Miami 
University students may be traveling around 
campus in style.

A recent proposal from Student Body 
President Jonathan McNabb would allow a 
small number of student leaders to purchase 
red faculty/staff parking permits.

“(Parking) is a real frustration for me,” 
McNabb said. “I’ve gotten many parking 
tickets that surround my activities as student 
body president. Parking tickets have taken 
up too much of my money.”

McNabb said he’s even gotten two tickets 
in one day because of having to drive from 
meeting to meeting.

“I knew I was parking illegally, but I 
needed to meet my job responsibilities,”  
McNabb said.

McNabb said he took a proposal to David 
Creamer, vice president for finance and busi-
ness services, detailing why he thought red 
permits were necessary for student leaders.

Creamer said when students bring forth 
a proposal to him, he’ll try to find a way to 
make it possible as long as it makes sense 
and is important.

“This is a real problem and we need to be 
supportive of students (in these leadership 
roles),” Creamer said.

Creamer said McNabb’s original proposal 
was for six permits, but Creamer increased 
it to 10.

McNabb said he was surprised when 

the proposal was accepted but thinks it’s a  
wise decision.

The breakdown of permits is four for lead-
ers of student government, three for Greek 
affairs, two for The Miami Student and one 
for Program Board and Miami Afterdark.

Barbara Jones, vice president for student 
affairs, said it’s not uncommon at colleges 
and universities for student leaders to get 
higher-status parking permits.

McNabb said he’s talked to student lead-
ers at Ohio University, University of Cin-
cinnati, Ohio State University, Wright State 

University, Kent State University, University 
of Toledo and Akron University that all have 
similar policies in place.

“At Bowling Green (State University) they 
actually get a car,” McNabb said.

Jones said when she worked at Ball State 
University, the president and vice president 
of student government got the highest permit 
available at no cost.

Jones’ role in this permit process is to 
sign off on the final list of names, once it’s  

Carole Dabney-Smith, assis-
tant professor of chemistry and 
biochemistry, recently received a 
$750,000 grant from the U.S. De-
partment of Energy’s (DOE) new 
Early Career Research Program.

Dabney-Smith received the 
grant for her work in photosynthe-
sis complexes and its impact on 
biofuel production.

Out of 1,750 applicants, the 
DOE granted a total of $85 million 
to 69 scientists nationwide. Fund-
ing was granted under the Ameri-
can Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act. Money is disbursed during a 
period of five years.

This new DOE program is de-
signed to increase the nation’s 
scientific workforce by support-
ing them early in their careers. 
Dabney-Smith was the only Ohio 
researcher to earn this grant.

For Dabney-Smith’s long-term 
research she plans to investigate 
how proteins, cell membranes 
and the chloroplast Twin arginine 
translocation pathway (cpTat) are 
involved in photosynthesis.

Wine tasting gala,  
auction to benefit arts

events

As a benefit to arts education 
efforts, the Miami University Per-
forming Arts Series will host its 
20th annual Wine Tasting Gala 
from 7 to 10 p.m. Saturday in 
the Farmer School of Business. 
The event features a variety of 
wines including those from area 
wine collectors’ private cellars 
and hors d’oeuvres courtesy of  
Kona Bistro.

There will also be a silent auc-
tion offering tickets to Michael 
Bublé and Carrie Underwood 
concerts, a weekend getaway 
to a California resort and many  
other items.

Proceeds will fund activities 
such as master classes, discus-
sions with visiting professional 
artists in the series, workshops  
and coffeehouses. 

Attendants at these events last 
year totaled nearly 2,500 students 
and community members.

General admission tickets to 
the wine tasting gala are $59  
per person. 

Reserved lounge seating for 
four is also available including 
sparkling wine and chocolates for 
$296. Tickets can be purchased 
through the Shriver Center box 
office, by calling (513) 529-3200 
or at http://www.muohio.edu/Per-
formingArtsSeries.

Mime troupe to perform 
Friday at CPA

The San Francisco Mime 
Troupe will visit Miami  
University Friday.

The troupe will perform its 
production “Too Big to Fail” 
at the Gates-Abegglen Theatre  
at 7:30 p.m.

The troupe is a Tony Award win-
ning group and will be performing 
as part of Miami’s Performing  
Art Series. 

The troupe’s performance, “Too 
Big to Fail” tells the story of a 
West African man named Fillje 
who borrows money from lender 
who works for Wall Street. When 
the economy takes a turn for the 
worst, Fillje does not know how to 
pay off his debt. 

Tickets to see the story of “Too 
Big to Fail” are $14 for adults, $13 
for senior citizens and $7 for stu-
dents and youth. For tickets, visit 
the Shriver Box Office.

It’s raining men

Senior Zach Hess braves his way through the snow storm Monday afternoon.
SCOTT ALLISON    The Miami Student

A red faculty/staff parking permits hangs from a vehicle. This highest level of permit  
will soon be available to 10 student organization leaders.

SAMANTHA LUDINGTON     The Miami Student
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By Jessica Sink
Senior Staff Writer

University senate members 
met Monday to discuss feedback 
from Miami University students 
and faculty regarding the imple-
mentation of the e-portfolio, 
a Web-based portfolio gener-
ated through the assessment tool 
Chalk and Wire.

Approximately 3,500 students 
participated in a pilot program last 
fall through various class sections 
in the Farmer School of Business 
(FSB), the School of Education, 
Health and Society, the Honors  
Program, second year advising 
and the English department. 

The pilot program was de-
signed to cultivate and explore 
faculty and student use of on-
line Web portfolios in the hope 

of integrating the system into 
all departments and divisions  
of Miami.

Mike Curme, associate dean of 
FSB, said Chalk and Wire would 
serve as an assessment manage-
ment system useful not only for  
students, but also faculty.  

“The e-portfolio serves three 
basic but important functions,” 
Curme said. “To be a digital fil-
ing cabinet to store student work, 
an ‘academic MySpace’ where 
students can upload resumes to 
share with future employers, 
and a social network where stu-
dents can share ideas with pro-
fessors and get feedback about  
their work.”

Although the e-portfolio pi-
lot program has largely been 
a success, senators discussed 
several complications that need  

addressed before expanding the 
program to include the entire  
student body. 

These issues included inad-
equate help and support from 
the Chalk and Wire company, an 
inability to upload certain video 
files and formatting difficulties 
when attempting to upload cer-
tain graphical data used in math 
courses. How the system will 
function during finals week while 
overwhelmed with student activ-
ity was also a concern, but is still 
an unknown until more students 
actively use the program.  

Despite its limitations and 
even though training is necessary 
for faculty and students using the 
program, the review committee’s 
general consensus was the pro-
gram is a great way for students 
to show progress and for faculty 

to assess student development.
“This allows us to know what 

students are learning in their 
courses,” said Carolyn Haynes, 
director of the Honors and Schol-
ars program. “We can get a snap-
shot of student experiences.” 

Eventually, the program could 
serve as a substitute for the  
Blackboard and Turnitin.com, but 
only after problems are resolved.

“We want to make this tool 
available to faculty and all the de-
partments and divisions,” Provost 
Jeffrey Herbst said. “Depending 
on if we can get the bugs out, we 
would like to make this available 
to everyone on campus, depend-
ing on their own divisional and 
departmental need. This is defi-
nitely an exciting technological 
development that we will con-
tinue to pursue.”

Campus
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Residence hall competition strives to save water, energy
By Dylan Tussel
For The Miami Student

Miami University’s residence 
halls have competed for years on 
which could cut back the most 
on electrical use, but this year’s  
contest ups the ante.

“This year as a part of that com-
petition, not only electrical reduc-
tion, but also water conservation 
will be considered,” said Matthew 
Frericks, director of auxiliary  
construction and facilities.

Housing, dining and guest ser-
vices’ Committee to Leverage 
Efficiencies and Align Needs is 
holding Unplugged, Untapped … 
GAME ON! from Feb. 1-19.

Miami sophomores Michael Ca-
pace and Nick Sebastiano are act-
ing as a bridge between faculty and 
students, relaying information from 

students to the faculty involved in 
the competition.

“(Unplugged, Untapped … 
GAME ON!) is a competition to 
see who can have the most sus-
tainable behavior … who can cut 
down on electricity use, first and 
foremost, and next, water use,”  
Capace said.

The competition is intended to 
prompt students not only to modify 
their behavior during February, but 
also to adopt a more sustainable 
lifestyle for the future.

Prizes will be awarded to 
the leading residence halls as 
an incentive to participate in  
the competition.

“The hall that can reduce its 
electrical use the most from the 
previous week will win an all-
hall pizza party,” Frericks said. 
“The grand champion that reduces 

electrical and water consumption 
the most will get an all-hall pizza 
party, Unplugged, Un-
tapped … GAME 
ON! aluminum 
water bottles, 
a trophy and  
bragging rights.”

President Da-
vid Hodge will an-
nounce the grand 
champion at the 
varsity ice hockey 
game against Ohio 
State University 
Feb. 26.

Phoebe Smith, 
graduate first year 
adviser for McKee 
Hall in the envi-
ronmental aware-
ness living learning communi-
ty, has played an active role in the  

planning and advertising of  
February’s competition.

“I’ve helped in the 
decision making 
and planning (of 
the competition), 

created a Face-
book page, helped 

with advertising and 
acted as a liaison be-
tween the committee 
and Office of Residence 
Life,” Smith said. “(The 
competition should) en-
courage residents to re-
alize how big of a role 
they can play as far as 
cutting back on costs for 
the university and cut-
ting back on the use of 
natural resources.”

Smith urged students to 
visit the competition’s Facebook 

page, “Unplugged, Untapped … 
GAME ON!,” and take the pledge 
to support the initiative.

Miami held this university-
wide competition in 2006, 2007 
and 2008, but did not have the re-
sources to fund the prizes in 2009, 
according to Anthony Ferraro, en-
ergy management engineer in the 
physical facilities department. The 
lack of funding was accompanied 
by a failure to achieve the true goal 
of the competition.

“Everyone went back to old hab-
its after past competitions,” Fer-
raro said. “But the idea is to change 
habits permanently.”

Students reduced campus elec-
trical use by 27 percent during the 
2006 competition, saving the uni-
versity $42,000 and proving the 
difference students can make in  
on-campus utility consumption.

Art exhibit transforms recyclables into jewelry
By Deniz Nural
For The Miami Student

The Miami University Art 
Museum’s new exhibit is all  
about luxury.

“Luxury, Consumption, and Ex-
cess,” opened Jan. 21 and features 
jewelry, glass paperweights, sculp-
tures and porcelain works. The 
exhibit is open to the public until 
July 10. 

Robert Wicks, director of the Mi-
ami University Art Museum, and 
Cynthia Collins, curator of educa-
tion, said the jewelry exhibit called 
“Adornment and Excess: Jewelry 
in the 21st Century” features more 
than 19 artists representing four 
different countries.

The featured artists transform 
unconventional recyclable materi-
als such as cardboard, street signs, 
paper and crayons into pieces that 
attempt to reinvent the definition  
of luxury.

According to Collins, the col-
lections challenge jewelry’s  

typical representation of social  
status in society. 

emiko oye’s oversized, wear-
able necklaces made of LEGOs 
were one of Collin’s favorite piec-
es since they reinterpret famous,  
historical pieces of jewelry. 

“We are in essence turning  
luxury on its head,” Wicks said.

Wicks said the pieces represent 
artists’ responses to the issues of 
scarcity, ethical consumption, and 
economic status. 

“This exhibit is about more 
than just jewelry,” Collins said. 
“This exhibit instead causes 
people to question how and why  
we consume. “

Miami graduate Kimberlie 
Tatalick is featured in the exhibit 
with her collection of brooches and 
necklaces made of layered plastic. 

One of the most intriguing piec-
es in the exhibit is a ring crafted 
with shredded dollar bills from 
the United States Department of 
Treasury that were discarded and 
used as raw materials for Kathy  

Buszkiewicz’s jewelry. 
“This is not like a traditional 

museum tour,” Collins said. “It is 
instead an engaging conversation 
about bigger issues.”

Collins said the exhibit is unique 
because every artist has a very 
particular style that engages mu-
seum visitors and forces them to  
ask questions.

Collins said the museum will 
feature other events surrounding 
the current jewelry exhibit includ-
ing a performance in celebration of 
Earth Day by Gabriel Craig who 
will be making jewelry to give 
away at the Shriver Center.  

According to Wicks, the exhibit 
addresses an important question 
for today’s generations. 

“How we are going to address 
consumption and the issue of scar-
city,” Wick said. “Jewelry is not 
just a commodity.” 

According to Wicks, one must 
realize that luxury and beauty can 
take on many different forms in a 
materialistic world.

A piece of jewelry crafted out of Legos hangs on a mannequin in the  
“Luxury, Consumption, and Excess” show at the Miami Art Museum.

SAMANTHA LUDINGTON    The Miami Student

Heidtman added that dining and  
culinary support services recognized 
the dietary demands of college stu-
dents don’t begin until after 7 a.m. 
and last long into the night.

This shift is an improvement for 
late diners, but may pose a prob-
lem for those early-risers who like  
breakfast before class.

“If you have an 8 a.m. and you 
want a hot breakfast, then you 
won’t be able to eat or you will be 
limited to other places on cam-
pus that might be out of the way,”  
first-year Brian Denning said.

Dividend$, the dining hall located 
in the Farmer School of Business, is 
now open from 7:45 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday.

According to Heidtman, this  

addition enables the café to cover 
all class breaks in the building.  
Shriver’s Haines Food Court has 
minimized the restricted meal plan 
hours to 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday. This al-
lows students to use their meal plan 
cards at any other time outside the 
hour. The biggest change occurs 
on Friday, when Haines is open to 
swipe all day long. 

Heidtman said the restriction on 
using meal plans during lunch was 
implemented due to Shriver’s in-
ability to seat the large lunchtime 
crowds at noon.

Now other dining services, such 
as Dividend$, compete for the lunch 
crowd to more evenly distribute din-
ers and alleviate the seating shortage.  
Starting this semester, Hydra-
tions, the dining service located 
at the Recreational Sports Center, 
will be offering a limited variety 
of beverages. They are no longer 
offering a cup of water and ice to  

customers nor will they be serving 
soda fountain drinks.

Some students may be especially 
disappointed that they can no longer 
buy a cup of water and ice for a price 
that was much more attractive than 
that of bottled water.

“I’m mad because you’re forced 
to buy the bottled water which gives 
you less water and costs almost 
three times as much,” said sopho-
more Austin Sohr.

Heidtman said this change  
was unavoidable.

“The soda fountain drinks 
were not selling, and we had 
to pull the beverage machine,”  
Heidtman said.

The machine originally provided 
the ice and water used to serve cus-
tomers. Sophomore Kristen Yagley 
said she is satisfied with the dining 
hall changes.

“It’s good to know the university 
is responding to what the students 
want,” Yagley said. 

DINING
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been secured.
“On other campuses, usu-

ally just student government 
gets passes but here they are 
spreading it out,” Jones said. 
“Compared to other cam-
puses our number (of 10 per-
mits) is quite generous. That’s  
pretty amazing.”

McNabb said the red passes 
will be distributed annually 
at a cost of $100 per semes-
ter — the same price as a  
blue permit

According to the parking 
and transportation services 
Web site, red permits normally 
cost $20 for faculty and staff.

Junior Ian McGuinness said 
the students should be given 
some slack on the price.

“They shouldn’t have to 
pay full price, but they should 
have to pay some, maybe  
half-price,” McGuinness said.

Perry Gordon, director of 
parking and transportation ser-
vices, said he’s been instruct-
ed to issue the red permits 
once he receives the final list  
of names.

“My understanding of the 
justification is these students 
devote a considerable amount 
of time to things that benefit 
the student body as a whole,” 
Gordon said.

Pete Martin, professor emer-
itus of English, said as long as 
the students don’t take advan-
tage of this privilege he doesn’t 
see any reason to oppose it.

“I don’t think there’s any-
thing wrong with giving stu-
dent leadership that kind of 
support and incentive to carry 
out their duties,” Martin said.

Kimberly Kaczorowski, vis-
iting faculty of English, agreed 
the red permits to student lead-
ers call for extra responsibility 

and efficiency.
“It’s a huge reward,” Kac-

zorowski said. “It’s nicknamed 
the ‘God Pass’ by English 
graduate students because it’s 
a treat.”

Kaczorowski said graduate 
students would benefit from 
red permits because it’s chal-
lenging to get all the neces-
sary materials together for  
teaching classes.

“We don’t have the abil-
ity to do that efficiently,” 
Kaczorowski said. “There is 
more to the university than 
just student life that graduate  
students fulfill.”

But Kaczorowski said it’s 
not a bad thing that student 
government or upper-level 
undergraduates receive red 
permits, as long as they aren’t 
used haphazardly.

Senior Joe Wingenfeld 
agreed it seems reasonable to 
give student leaders red per-
mits, but he said he could see 
it being abused.

“It would have to be case-
by-case, but as long as they’re 
responsible,” Wingenfeld said. 
“Miami always has more perks 
than others.”

McNabb said if the permits 
are misused they could be  
taken away.

“This is a great privilege 
for student leaders who do so 
much on campus during the 
day,” McNabb said. “This is 
meant to be a trial run. I’ve 
slowly been contacting people 
who have been chosen and 
letting them know it is for  
business use only.”

Jones said this is still in the 
experimental stage.

Creamer agreed and add-
ed, “We’ll probably have to  
make adjustments.”

McNabb said the student 
government leaders who re-
ceive a red permit will have 
to pay for it out of their own 
pocket, as ASG will not be 
providing them free of charge.

PERMITS
continued from page 2

The Miami University dance team performs at the men’s basketball game Saturday against Bowling Green.

Dance, dance!

MICHAEL GRIGGS    The Miami Student
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