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STUDENT EVALUATION TALKS

SPORTS SLIDESHOW

Read the March 15 university 
senate minutes including debate 

from many senate members.

Read an update on the 15-20 year 
housing master plan.

Check out pictures from the baseball, 
football, softball and hockey games.

In 1962, The Miami Student reported on a statement by President John Millett on increasing student enrollment. Ideas mentioned were expanding university 
branches, municipal university financing and the expansion of medical education.

MONEY INSIGHT
A Cleveland State University professor 
publishes an e-book on planning for 
college loans.

CAMPUS, page 2

WATER WORKS
Miami’s steam plant on western campus is 
having new pipes installed.

CAMPUS, page 4

ON THE FRONTIER
Gov. Ted Strickland and Chancellor Eric 
Fingerhut discuss Third Frontier grants.

COMMUNITY, page 4

BOLD EAGLES
Bald eagles are making a comeback in 
Ohio skies.

COMMUNITY, page 5

A FLAIR FOR MUSIC
An in-depth look at the artists who make 
up the Jess Lamb Band.

FEATURES, page 6

SPRING FEVER
Miami’s baseball team wins their three 
game series against Northern Illinois 
University.

SPORTS, page 14

INSIDESCOOPTH
E

Miami University students released balloons Saturday afternoon in central quad in remembrance of the three Miami 
students who died in an off-campus house fire in 2005.

SAMANTHA LUDINGTON    The Miami Student

Legacy of  house fire victims continues

Student evaluations to be partially standardized

By Erin Fischesser
Community Editor

Five years after an off-campus fire 
that resulted in the deaths of three Miami 
University students, friends, family and 
community members continue to remem-
ber Stephen Smith, Julie Turnbull and  

Kate Welling.
While current students were not on 

campus for the event, many of their lives 
are touched by the tragedy of April 10, 
2005 on a regular basis.

At 4:30 a.m. that day, smoke 

billowed from the home at 122 N. Main 
St. after a lit cigarette caught a couch on 
fire, causing the blaze. Of the project-
ed 13 students in the house that 
night, 10 were able to evacu-
ate. Kate, a junior and Julie, 
a senior, both died of carbon 
monoxide poisoning due to 
smoke inhalation, while the cause 
of death for Stephen, a senior, was 
never determined.

Julie’s father, Doug Turnbull, 
has begun a crusade in honor 
of his daughter to require more 

reliable smoke detectors in homes across 
the state of Ohio.

“I’ve spent the last two years 
educating fire chiefs in Ohio about 
the difference between smoke  

detectors,” Turnbull said.
Turnbull said he is continuing to 

lay groundwork for an Ohio Senate 
bill to be proposed near the end of the 
year that will require homes to con-
tain photoelectric smoke detectors, 
which detect smoke in a different way 

By Patrick Wolande
Senior Staff Writer

The Experienced Party’s clean sweep of the 
2010 student body elections was capped off by 
a record-setting margin of victory by president-
elect Heath Ingram and vice president-elect  
Tim Hogan with 73 percent of the vote.

This year’s election was the first time president 
and vice president ran on the same ticket.

Adam Harris, current vice president of the student 
body and chair of the election committee, explained 
the change.

“Miami (University) was the only public school 
in the state of Ohio that didn’t have the president and 
the vice president on the same ticket,” Harris said.

Harris said the change has many benefits.
“Just the continuity and the camaraderie of being 

on the same agenda,” Harris said.
Ingram spoke about what it took to win in such 

convincing fashion.
“I’m very excited, and I’m so proud of our cam-

paign staff,” Ingram said. “You really can’t win 
without the kind of support we received.”

Part of Ingram’s role as president will include 
working with the budget since Miami has cut an ad-
ditional $5 million next year.

“I’m going to sit on the strategic priorities com-
mittee for the university,” Ingram said. “One of the 
big goals here is that the student agenda is present 
in that room.”

Ingram stressed he will be a strong advocate of 
making sure student needs are at the forefront of 
budget decisions.

Hogan spoke about what he is going to do as 
vice president.

“I really want to increase the exposure of student 
government,” Hogan said. “I want to meet indi-
vidually with student originations that are affected 
by things ASG (Associated Student Government) 
does because 85 percent of the student body is in a 
student organization.” 

Hogan also spoke of his and Ingram’s vision.
“We want to take what is done internally (ASG), 

and expand it to the entire campus,” Hogan said.
Ryan Horvath, the other presidential candidate, 

gave his reaction to the results.
“I’m disappointed, but disappointed in the num-

bers only,” Horvath said. “I don’t think it reflected 
how much work was put into this election.”

Horvath also responded to murmurs of his cam-
paign acting only as a boost for next year’s election.

“I haven’t even begun thinking about next year ... 
to think about next year at this point would just be 
ridiculous, especially two days after the election,” 
Horvath said.

Mike Emling, vice president-elect of campus 
activities council (CAC) won with 61 percent of 
the vote.

“I’m honored and humbled to win,” Emling 

By Hannah Poturalski
News Editor

In two to three years, student evaluations of teachers 
will begin to look somewhat similar across majors and 
classes with a recent passage by university senate.

University senate passed a resolution March 15 en-
dorsing six common questions to be asked on student 
teaching evaluations of all courses. Provost Jeffrey 
Herbst discussed this at the April 7 meeting of the board 
of trustees’ academic/student affairs committee.

Different divisions, departments and instructors will 
still be able to ask individual questions.

“This will take us to a very different place in terms of 
the evaluation of teaching,” Herbst said. 

Herbst said this is the culmination of four years of 
work by Ann Frymeier, professor of communication.

According to the March 15 university senate min-
utes, Frymier said, “Teaching standards vary across the 
university. A common standard does not exist across  
academic divisions and departments/programs.”

These standard six questions will help quantify norms 

The six common questions and  
their categories:

Classroom Climate questions:
My instructor welcomed students’ •	
questions.
My instructor offered opportunities for •	
active participation to understand 
course content.
My instructor demonstrated concern •	
for student learning.

Student Learning questions:
In this course I learned to analyze •	
complex problems or think about 
complex issues.
My appreciation for this topic has •	
increased as a result of this course.
I have gained an understanding of •	
this course material.

wSee ELECTION, page 7 wSee EVALUATIONS, page 7

wSee FIRE, page 7
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for various groups of faculty that are 
currently unknown, according the 
Frymier. These could include what is 
the average teaching effectiveness for 
women, African Americans, full pro-
fessors, etc. The responses from each 
set of questions will be averaged to 
create a score for each category. The 
passage came to a very close vote. It 
passed with 24 yes votes and 22 no 
votes; 23 members were absent.

First-year Kelsey Browne, a Span-
ish education major, said she could 
see how the idea for six common 
questions would be a good idea.

“As with everything standard-
ized it never usually fulfills what 
it’s supposed to,” Browne said. 
“So I could see this not working 
or backfiring especially when it  
categorizes teachers.”

Herbst also discussed April 
7 the possibility of evaluations 
being online.

“We’re currently investigating 
whether this should be partially or 
fully online,” Herbst said. “Every-
one recognizes that it will eventually 
be online.”

Herbst said recent surveys show 
online evaluations drove down 
the participation rate. Browne said 
online evaluations would make it 
easier for students not to complete 
them, but it would also allow more 
anonymity and students might feel  
more comfortable.

“Recently there has been some 
evidence that there are ways of do-
ing online work while preserving 
or increasing participation rate,” 
Herbst said.

One possibility is not allowing 
students to log on to the univer-
sity system for next semester until  
completing the teacher evaluations.

“That tends to produce junk evalu-
ations,” Herbst said. “Students get 
annoyed and check off two all the 
way down. We can’t go there, that’s a 
pretty strong warning, but we want to 
figure out a way to do it online.”

Browne agreed adding, “That 
would be a bad idea.”
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said. “I’m excited to get the 
chance to lead CAC and to get 
more involved with ASG and the 
executive cabinet.”

Emling’s future plans include cre-
ating a master calendar for all student 
organizations, working with different 
departments to streamline the event 
planning process, encouraging more 
collaboration between different or-
ganizations and continuing to bring 
fresh ideas to CAC.

Tom Foster, vice president-elect 
of student organizations reflected 
on his 62 percent victory margin.

“It’s a great honor,” Foster said. 

“It’s exciting because student or-
ganizations bring a lot to campus, 
and I’m going to be the person 
representing them within student 
government, representing them 
to the administration and work-
ing on the issues they face in their 
day-to-day activities.” 

Foster’s goals include working 
with administrators to help make 
the university system more con-
ducive to student organizations, 
making sure the funding process 
is simple and easy to understand 
for student organizations, work-
ing with student organizations on 
debt relief and being a resource for 
student organizations in terms of 
helping them.

“We had a good race,” Ingram 
said. “It was one of the cleanest I’ve 
ever seen.”
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from traditional detectors and may alert residents up 
to 30 minutes sooner.

Stephen’s mother, Edye Smith, has also joined ef-
forts to encourage Congress to pass stricter campus 
fire safety requirements. She has accompanied cam-
pus fire safety representatives to the nation’s capitol 
three times.

“They have made great strides in getting more 
money for campus fire safety,” Smith said, but 
hopes more legislation will be set in motion to 
protect college students and their families from 
similar tragedies.

In addition to fire safety efforts, 
families of the victims have coped 
with their losses with other initia-
tives based upon the passions of 
their children.

In honor of Kate, the Welling 
family established a disability 
lecture series that reflects the love 
she developed for the disabled 
after taking a disabilities class at 
Miami. The lecture is held at Mi-
ami every year as close to April 10 
as possible.

“She had an incredible com-
passion for those with disabilities, that they should 
always be treated equally,” said Helen Welling,  
Kate’s mother.

The Welling family also established scholarships 
and fellowships at the schools Kate attended from 
nursery school until college, as well as an internship 
program for students at her brother’s law school who 
work in fields related to disabilities.

Kate’s friends in Bronxville, N.Y. also started an 
annual Thanksgiving run that benefits her school’s 
foundation because of her involvement in the 
track team. 

Welling said the efforts stemming from Kate’s 
death are a testament to who Kate was.

“It’s all bittersweet, but she did have an ef-
fect on everybody who met her,” Welling said. 
“We’re very comforted by all of the things done in 
her memory.”

Kate’s friend Katy Southard believes Kate would 
be happy about the efforts that have stemmed from 
the tragedy.

“I know she would want people to learn from 
this,” Southard said.

The Smith family also took up causes they knew 

would be close to Stephen, including the Stephen 
Smith Spirit Award, which is given to a senior at his 
high school who reflects his effort to be inclusive of 
everyone around him.

In the same spirit, the Stephen Smith Senior 
Lounge was established to provide an area for 
students to bond and spend time together at his 
former school.

“Stephen was passionate about his friends,”  
Smith said. 

The Turnbull family returns to Oxford often, and 
works closely with Julie’s sorority, Pi Beta Phi, to 
raise awareness about the fire. The sorority hosts Ju-
lie’s Weekend each year on the anniversary of the 
fire and raises money for scholarships.

A memorial in front of King Library and benches 
on campus placed in memory of Kate and Julie are 
constant reminders of the tragic event.

All of the friends and families 
of the victims have led the call to 
require more stringent fire safety 
requirements, particularly in off-
campus student housing.

“The houses up there to be used 
by the students should be scruti-
nized by somebody,” Welling said.

Turnbull and Southard both be-
lieve students and parents should 
be more involved in the process of 
renting homes and ensuring safety.

“Students and parents need to do 
their part,” Southard said. “They 

should be taking a closer look.”
Coordinator of Off-Campus Affairs Bobbe Burke 

said students need to remember the fire safety tips 
they’ve been taught throughout their lives and be 
sure poor judgment caused by outside factors, such 
as alcohol, does not hinder safe choices.

“In many cases students are their own worst en-
emies because they dismantle the smoke detectors,” 
Burke said.

According to Burke, no direct efforts have been 
made to change approaches about fire safety aware-
ness or fire code in Oxford of which she is aware 
since the fire, but informational materials are avail-
able for students upon request.

Burke believes the tragedy of the fire 
made a lasting impression on Oxford and 
Miami’s campus.

“This town really cried, they cried as a  
community,” Burke said.

Families and friends of the victims can only hope 
their loved ones will not be forgotten and the pain 
the campus and community felt that day will be a 
reminder of the importance of fire safety.

“I just hope they remember her,” Turnbull said.

FIRE
continued from page 1

“They have made 
great strides in 
getting more 

money for   
campus fire  

safety.”
EDYE SMITH

MOTHER OF STEPHEN SMITH
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